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TO THE RIGHT: 
Vertuous, and truely Religious! 


Lady,the Lady Margaret Chiborne | 
(late wife to that worthy , and Worſhipfull Gen- | 

tleman, Sir Charles Chiborne, Serieant at the 
| Lewe,deceaſed)long life and good diies with | 
increaſe of Grace here, and eterwall | 
| ; Glorie hereafter, | | 


3. > -——— 


 Goop Mapaus: | | 
pany | Was no ſooner purpoſed 

to ler this Copie paſferhe | 
Preſſe, bur I was as ſoone 
14 reſolued ro ſend it foorth 
St vnder ſhelter of your La- 
diſhips name , prefixed on | 
thefront; I knowe, Gods 
word can countenance it 
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| 
| Luke 19.40. 
| Verlc 42. 


2 Pct.1.17 


zlIohn1r 


| The Epiſile 
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and beſt ; but eucn fome of thoſe holy books in- 
ſpired from Heauen, bearing.intheir fore-heads 
(2x tramthe pen-mcn) a dedication, Toyourla- 
diſhips nameTrhen m{cribethis ;thefe reaſons c- 
 fpeetally meethereuntoindicing: ff 
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£ - 


Firſt; your Ladiſhip had a fpeciall hand inthe 
firſt being 8&bir:h of ir :.for,it was by your means 
and furtherance, that I was remooued from the 
' place wherethen I was,tothar wherenow I am : 
| vpon whichaccalian, theſe Sermons were there | 
| preached., Which great loue and vndeſerucd fa- 
' uqur cauſed mee a good while ſince to regiſter in 
my heart a gratefubackrowledgement: 8nd wan- 
ting means in real requitance to cxprelsthe ſame, 
I have now preſum'd in this dedicatioto manifeſt, 
Sccondly,in reſpect of your own worth: wher- 
of if I ſhould make a duereport, they which know 
you not, would judge T flatter; andif lefle, they 
which knowe you and yourafte&ion towards me, 
would fay, I were vnthankfull, This I will onely | 
ſay, That whereas the moſt-of yaur place and 
| ranklike Afarth4,incumber themſelues about:mas 
, nynecdlefle things ; you, like Mary, haue choſen 
the better part. Yourloueto G O D, zeal to his 
houſe, reſted by your frequent repairing there- 
unto, your daily pertormanc of religious exerci- 
ſes, yea,priuately in your cloſet were God onely 
ſecth and regardeth : your conuerſation lead is 
fear (the fruit ofallcthe former) reſtifie of you,as 
did the piety & godlineſſe of that Lady to whom 
that bleſſed Apoſtle $, 6h wrote,that you arc E- 


PIER 
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lelt: | 


Dedicatory. 


ke :whereof you haue more cauſeto boaſt, then 
ofany outward honour whatſocuer. For, what is 
greatneſſe without goodneſle ? but like the Spar- | 
ransnightingale, ameer ſormd and nothing elle. | 
Go on, good Madam, in your godly courſe : and 
| whiles others ſtriue to ſcttle their lands, ſecure 
| their monies, confirm their eſtates(leauing their | 
| faluation vnwrought vp) letit be your principal | 
| endeauour, To conform your lifeſtill more and ' 
moreto the rule of Gods moſt holy word, and to | 
make ſurc your election vnto your ſelt. For,when 
men haue beat their brains, broke their ſleep, wa- 
ſted their marrow, to bee wealthy, mighty ; yet 
at laſt they ſhall be entorced to confelle, that To 
be ſauced was ſimply the beſt plot. Neither will a- 
ny ſtudy yeeld true ſolid: comfort, but what was 
| ſpent aboutir. -— 
| Let nor this my preſumption bee offenſiucto 
| your Ladiſhip, Itis more I owe vnto you than I 
' can perform. Let my confeſhon teſtiftie my obli- 
' gednes ; and this beea witnes of my thankfull re- 
membrance of my duety : wherein I defire to 
| pleaſeat leaſt God, not to offend at leaſt you. The 
| Lord make you to encieaſe and abound yermore | ,T1,Q,,,.,.,, 
| and more in graceand goodnes, and make your 
hart ſtable and vnblameable in all holineſs again(t 
the coming of our Lord & Sauiour ITeſus Chriſt, 


And fol reſt, and ſtill willreſt 
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2 Per.1.10 


Meſsing i Eſſex, Aug.1-1621, A Petitioner to the Lord for 
your Ladiſhips beſt welfare, 
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TO 
rHE CHRISTIAN 
Reader ; eſpecially, to his louing 


| Friends and late auditours, the Pari- 
ſhioners of S. Margarets Fiſh-ſtreer, with all 
trucly-Religious in or about London by 


whole tauouror bounty my Mioiſte- 
> there hath bery commenanced or a> 


ny way furthered : all bleſfngs 
l which carth worn, 
heauen contains, be | | 
| 


multiplicd. | 


S a good hnsbandman deals with | 
bu plants ; pruxing ſome , vi-/ 
DIS: mouing others, for th:ir better 
Wil growth : ſodecleth that mai 
Bi 1,7 and care full hurbandman of 
the Chunch, with the members 
of it, Some hee purgech , that 
they may grows more ſymitfull : 
Others hee takes aways that 


tranſ- 
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are nt frus:fall. Oftentimes be | | 


Iohn 1 5.1- 
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IBS mn - 
' franſlateth others from off that ſoil whereen thiy grewe, and 
plants them on ſom other groied; and that citherecanſe of the 
barrenneſs of the ſoyl, or unfrunfulnesof the plant cr for ſome 
other cauſe beſt known unto himpſelfe. It hath eaſed bimin 
( mercie not to ſupplant, as iuſtly hee mig4t han: doneyand 
« that for etter,but onely to remone me into anothergorner of bis 
h Uineyard ( Bleſſed bee his name it t any where within that 
pale ). The ſojle wheron [ grewe, was fat and Food ( neuter 
' plant could growe on better ) nofau!t int, of this tranſlation. 
' The Plant it ſelf was badde and barren: and that( as ſafeſt it 
' ts for me to tnage) occaſions it, I hane but loytered, when [ 
| ſnoreld hane labonred,in goat barueft., Now Lord forgine it 
mee, | 
x Cor,16.24 | Secing now Immwſt lean: you,ay loue my Brethren Ileaue 
| with you; <na this as 4 teſtimonie of mylone, When I am ont 
| | of fight 1 world not bee forgotten, Read and prattiſe what here 
504 fintle, and what formerly you kane beard : and I dare ſay 
' I ſhall not bee, Theſe are the laft Sermons that 1 preached 
| amongit you: let them not bee leaſt efteemed : takgthew a; 
| thelaft Farewell of a heartyfriend. Whenthey were preached | 
tothe eareypaſſion bindered many of your attentions : I now 
- | Luke 1:4 | preſent them to your eyezthat you may bee more fully enformed 
| of thoſe chings wherein you were then inſtrutted., 
| Letit ſuſfice;my Aﬀettion is ſo great towards. you,that I 
| cannot expreſs it, God workes my heart to loxe thoſe that lone 
' him. The Lord imprint in your minds this (cals of that my 
4 | eAffeion wnſeyued , and enable you by his grace to doe his\| 
| | will ; that ſo at Laſt you may bee made partakert of 8 glorion; | 
| inberitauce amongſt all them which ard (anttified : which 
\ ſpall be fanthfully prayed, fer by bim : 


| 9 NOG>_--/ - ' 
That wnfainedly deſires your ſalwation, 
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2. Co x. 13+ 11. Finally, Brethren, Farewell : Bee 
perfet?, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
lize in peace, and the God of loue andpeite 
ſpall be with you. 


Vr bleſſed Apoſtle, Saint Paul, 
| having in this Epiſtle purged 
himſelfe from ſuch crimes as 
he was charged withal,by ccr- 
taine falſe teachers, who were 
SSD)  crept.into. the Church of Co- 
—y w_ 8 peclally from that which bo the 
|  his.not comming, amongſt rhem 

phat 24 vnto promiſe made. (for which they 
accu- | 


| 


E 
| 1. Cor.16,5, 
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The 6rder of the 


word,, 


The ſumme of * 
them, Y 


The logicall re- 


ſolutes. 


| Chriflian Curtehie, or, 


accuſed him of leuiry and inconſtancy ) dothin 
the beginning of this Chapter renew. his pro- 
miſe, telling them of his readineſle a third time 
 tocomeamongſtthem , and withall ſhewethaf- 
ter what manner it ſhall be, namely; with ſeyc-, 
ritle and more then wonted rigour, againſt fuch 
as were obſtinate. Now being to makean end, 
he windes yp all with a friendly Farewel, whete- 
in he doth ſomewhatallay and mitigate what-e- 
uer he: had formerly wrot that might ſauour of 
bitternefle 2 and that hee mighe not leaue their 
minds exaſperated, hee gi = Hu a taſte of the 
louing affetion hee bare towards them, in this 
his yaledition. Finally, Brethren, Farewell: which 
words, with the other following in the verſes 
ſubſequent, containe in themthe concluſion of 
the whole Epiſtle , which is ſpentin Exhortation, 
| Salutation, and" Prayer. The Exhortation is contai- 
nedin this rr. verſe.” The Salmiaron, verſe 12,13. 
| The. Prayer verſe 14. © 
In this Exhortationwe mayconfider, Firſt the 
wet on t Fljey's © we , Fax exell, beyond | 
"Secondly the Acatrer oF it, Be perfect, 
og be of ene minde, line in peace, and the God of | 
lone ang peace fhall be with you | 
| -Inthev e&, wehaue, Firlt, a wore of concls; | 
J_:4, ore 4 IG. A 
Secondly, a Lowiny compeRation : Brethrew. 
Thirdly, a Friendly waledieFion : Farewell. | 
In, the Matrer, obſerne wee , Firftthe duties 


——_— 


| Wherers exhorted; © * - 
| Second-| 
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Fa  S:Pauls viimum Ualew. i 
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i: Secondly, . the moting Or argument herewith 
| theyare enforced. | | 

The duties, fourc Firſt Perfedtion, Be perfect, 
—— mutual conſolation Bee of ny 


| Thirdly, wenimity or conſent in matters eccle- 
\| ſiaſticall. Be of one mine. - 

| Fourthly, concord and agreement in matfer do- 

' meſticall and ciuill : Ziveim peace... | 
| The Argument taken, 4 Canmwnde, from- the 
| profit that thereby will inſuc : The Godof loue and 


peace ſhall be with you, E 
' The'interprerations of theſe words be vari- rm gil 


ous: we will ſearch forthe beſt; 
| Final. Somereadir thus; For the ref athers, Text, 
| For the Remainder:Notmuch amiſſeto take either, | 297%. 
For ſo the word here vſed ſignifierh , and may 
haue referenceeither tothe 24pgfile or tothe Pos 
ple. Tothe Apoſtle thus, as if hee had fayd, 7 
haze written at large onto ou, yet ſill there is « Re- 
mainder behind for me 10 exhort you unto, which 1 com- 
prehend in theſe few words: Be perfel# : Beof | 
fort, &xe.” To thepeoplethus; Asit hehad ſayd, 
Hitherts 1 haue not been wantaag in my dutie, but have 
/afficiently inflated and admoniſhed you, &e, Now 
the remaintler _ you, that ———_— | 


pi a.” 

[11 en. "There bee three ſorts af Srarkncn Text, 
| enero in holy Scripture.: Firſt, ſuchas arc 
| brethrenby RACHE CET Fa, | - 
hey and Morn, ag; 2acb and as, ; oprhey Gemag.2s: 


TC E ms RT” tend —— 


| 
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Er LIE An" bas. we wow 


EST >: nn 


Gen.g.s | thren: Atthehandof a mans brother will 1requ 


| Kofſeprituv, | 1 felt. The ſignification.of this, vetbe i is 


| | ' ro make perfeRt what was amiſe among(t REM 


4 s Chriſtian Curte eo) | 


who are ofthe ſame ockand kinred : and ſo Let Lot 


[/Oyn-23. and Abrahams were called Brethren, 


| Secondly; ſuchas are Brethren by Place, who 
are of the ſame nationand.countrey :.and fo the 
Deut.33,20 | TEWeSAre rearmed Brethren inthe Law ; Toa ſiran- 
* q———_— wow wary, but wot onto thy bro- 
Thirdly,ſfuchasare Brethren by Grace;and that 
either more common, ar more ſpecial, More com- 
, mon in reſpect of creation, and fo all menare (heres 
ge t 


bfe of man , more ſpeciall in reſpeR.of cAdgption, 

' md ſoChriſtiansare Brethren ,-and they onely. 

i ' Inthis reſpect doth the Apoltle call them Bre- 
thren; 


Xxierk. ' Farewell. The word fignifieth mp to. re- 


joyce, and is by moſt ſotranſlated and read, Yet 
 Braſmus,and ſomeothers, renders it as wee hauc | 
' itg as well he may + for, the word dignifiethas wel 
; Barewell as Rejoyce : whereinthe Apolile wiſherh 
| all g90d to beriderhem.. 


[likex ſe diverſe, and byſomrrendred forconſum- 
' mation; by others, forreſtauration, The Apo- 
ſite's meaning is, that-whereas the members of 
this Charch werealbas it-were bones dil} placed 
| ; and out of joynt, they ſhould now again bee joy- 
' ned together in loue, andthey ſhould endeauour 


| cither in faithor manners; They ſhould beepe 


k* | feR in OT of trurh, dah a not io reſpect, a 


abſo- | 


= — —_— —_ D.C. 
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SY Pauls vitimum UVale_. 


abſoluteneſs; they ſhoulddefire and endeauour | 
afccr perfection, though in act they atrain itnor, | 
Be of good comfors, ortake yee comfort. Some | 
read it thus, Take exhortation : for, the word heer _ 
vicd fignifieth-indiffterently,to comfort,to exhort,to 
increas But the former reading is beſt liked by | 
Chryſoſtome, who thinketh the Apoſtle rather in- 
tends conſolation than exhortation, in regard of | 
the many oppoſitionsand trials they had 8& were | 
to meet withall in their courſe of Chriſtianity , | 
and therfore willes them to chear vpthemnſelues, 
and mutually one another, that they may not 
| make ſhipwrack of their faith. inthe day of trou- 
ble. | 
| Beeof one minde , to-wit, in matters of faith and 
| religion. For, by this precepr he ſcemeth to note 
| out, thar ſome things were amiſleamongſt them, 
| and that many things were done through conten- | 
tion and vain-glory:: Hee wills them therefore to | 
be alike-minded and aftectioned, that all difcord 
and diſſenfion might be anoided,and the Church ! 
no way thereby troubled. | 
Linein Peace. \Peacc isof three ſorts : Etermall., 
w*®h is cald Pax Nawing,the peace of God which 
paſſethall vnderſtanding, whichwee haue with 
him through Chriſt; Jaternall, which: is- called 
Pax petorss, the peace of conleience, which-is a 
fruit of the former, and proceeds from that, Ex- 
ternall. which:is:called Pax temporusy he peace wo 
wee haue with men for the time wee live in-the 
world, This laſt'onely. is heer meant: and' this 
ne 8.3 pre- 
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The Meta- 
phraſe. 


| precepr reſpedsthings cinil,as the former things 


— ah 


ChrifhianCurtefie, or, | 


eccleſiaſticall; 
And the God of loue 


= 1 1000p are 


way of enunciation | 


: Som conſtrue this clau 


' thus. Bur the formeris the better. 


affirmatiuely; asif the Apoſtle ſhould have ſaid, 

' Inthus doing you ſhall haue the blefling of God| 
attending you, &c : Others Imprecatory,by way 

| of wiſh or praier ; as if hee had ſaid, The God of 
| loueagd peace be with you,and enable youto do 


God of lone and peace. Hee is ſo tearmed, firſt 
(ay ſome) becauſe he is loueand PIs it ſelf, it 
is his Eſſence; ſecondly, becauſe he delights and 


takes pleaſurein i it ; and thirdly and eſpecially, 
| becauſe hee is the Authourand Giuer of ir. 

Shall be with you. Thatis, by his gratious pro- 
tection and comfortablepreſence, to bleſſc you 
| and defend you. ' ' 
| Thusthenweſcethe meaning, asif the Apo- 

ſtle ſhould haue in larger manner thus ſaid : 
| Hitherto Thane at large written ynto you, © yee Co- 
 rinthians, whons 1 tenderly affect euen as my Brethren 
in Chriſt, and to whom Fs are and ba 
both inthe thingsof this life and of a better : yrs ay: 
8a remainder, and ſomething left to bee done, which 
(chat 1may conclude) imbriof this; That you endenor 
1: perfettion, purging out ſin, incveaſing in yrace;andſo 
making Ip W4t is among # you wanting ; As alſo that 
| | yowmutuall comfort one the other, take comfort one 
[of enecher;tharyowmay thebewe bee enabled to with- | 
and the many lat” you are like to meet withall its 
_ the 


- 
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S: Pauls v/timum Vale... WE, 
the courſe of Chriſtianity. See alſo that you be alike mun- | 
ded and affetted in matters of religion, that the Charch 
may not bee troubled by your d:nifions and diſſenſions. 
And,in things cinill,let there be a like concord and apree-. 
ment foun ff you , as betweene nei-bbour 
and neighbour, hushand and wife, parent andchilae, 
| m94i7er and ſernant, and the like : which if there be then 
| that God who takes delight in loue and peace, "and who is 
| the rewarder of them that line in lone and peace, and who 
' is the Author and Donor of theſe graces of lone tx peace , 
| ſhall be with you by his gracious protettion and comfor- | 
| table preſence, and ſhall bleſſe you, and beſtowe yon you 
all good bleſsmgs. | 
' Andthuswe haue feen the Apoſtles meaning, 
Now wee come tofpeak of ſome ſuch profitable | 


* ——— _— Oo OA TIS OE, | 
——— 


4 


! inſtructions as theſe words ſhall afford. | 

| Finally, The Apoſtle, as we fee, had written ,,,, 

| largely to theſe Corinthians, and yet there is ſtil] | 

! a remainder bchinde : for fo the "word frgnificth | 

. (as wee haue before ſcene). Hence then wee ga-| 

ther, 

Theugh Gods Miniſters ſpend their time, and take the | —_—_ 

greate#t pains that can bre taken, in teaching and infiru- | Min/ters haue 

Zing their people; yet there willbre fill « Remainder, | (1,7 ring | 

and fomethmg lefs tobee done. | their grear 
Not without cauſe and reafonthen is the Mj- 14a. 

niſtersrask and roi[ paralleled with the Hamband- | ' ©**2-7 

mans,vhohathno vacation: the endofone wotk | 

is but the beginning of another: cuery ſeaſon of 

the yeerbringerh his ſenerall trauell wirh ir; So-; 

charno'calling is accompanied wkh more fabour | 


Cr 
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Ezek, 34.1 


| Mat.6.28 


_— —- >> — Q———— —_ a | 
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[ Chriſtian Curtefie, or, 


. |tofollow. Harucſt-labourers of all other are thc 


or leſſeeaſe... And thus the Miniſter : Hath hee 
broke vp the fallow ground of his peoples hatts * 
then muſt he ſowe the precious ſed therin, Hath 
' he ſowed ſeed 2 then muſt he water what he hath 
ſet and ſowed, Yea, tares and weeds will growe 
and ſoon ſprout vp, fleep we neuer (o little, and 
therefore great need of daily erat 7 
| Letthis then ſtoppe the motiths of ſuch as cry 
' outagainſt the Miniſtery for an idle calling, and 
| account Miniſters of all others co live the eaſieſt 
| liues, as hauing leaſt to doo of any. I confeſle in- 
| deed,as ſome vie ir, itisa calling of exceſſive idle-. 
nefle ; whenthey feed themſelues, but not the 
flock; and doo not gather, but cat the hony. Of 
ſuch ir may be ſaid, as our Sauiour of the Lillics 
in the field, They labowr not. But, conlider it in i:s 
owne nature, andas it ought to bee performed, 
wee ſhall finde it to bee aſeruice of great imploi- 
ment, and his taskto bean cndfefle task : ſo that 
nonecan have juſt cauſe toſay, that, becauſe he is 
a Miniſter, he hathan eaſic occupation & calling 


ſoreſt labourers, as wee knowe z no labour more | 
tailſomc than theirs is : that, of all others,as wee 
ſay, is the ſorc-ſweating labour. And are not Mi- 
niſtersſuch ? ſurely the ſweat of the Miniſtry (be 
it followedas it ought) exceeds the ſweat of o0- 
ther callings, and with the ſoreſt labourer doth | - 
the painfull Miniſter cat his breadin the fiveat of 

his brows. There is a labour of the ſoule as well 
| asofthe body ; asthercis aſuffering of the ſoule 


wu. 


__ 


| ſuffering of the ſoule exceeds by farre any paincs 


[——_— 


| 


S: Pauls v/timam Vale. 
as well as a ſuffering ofthe body. And look as the 


that the body vndergoeth (for, The ſpirit of 4 man 


will /aZtain hs infirmity (ſaith Selowon) but 4 woun- 
ded ſpirit whosan bear ? ) ; ſo doth the ſoule-labour 
exceed any other labour whatſocuer. Say not 
then, that Miniſters arc idlc,and their callings ea- 
fie, becauſe they labour not with their hands. 
What though a Gouerncr ofa ſhip fitteth till at 
the ſtern, while ſome climb the maſt , and others 
walk vpon the hatches, and others labour at the 
pump ? for, though he doth not as they doo, yer 
he doth far greaterand better things. Their cal- 
lingthen is notcafte,idle ; but laboriousandpain- | 
full : as it jsan honour, ſo itisa burden, and ſuch 
a one as requireth the ſtrength of Angels. 
Secondly, thistaxcth ſuch as, being entred in- 
tothis ſame callingand funion ofthe Miniſtry, 
- idle life, and fit _ _ ro _—_ & > 
think eaſe is , eſpecially if r aue 
for ſome times De ras. in weed 
and doqtrine, Such little vnderſtand the nature 
of their office, as hauing laid ſome grounds of 
knowledge, neglethe daily vrging of practice 
and perſcuerance. A great part ofthe building is 
behinde, after the foundation is laid. Theſe are 
they that occaſion the world to. judge of Mini- 
ſterg, as Pawthe Cretians, to be ſlewe-bellies, 1 take 
no pleaſure in defiling my owne neaſt, nor in lay- 
en the nakednes of men of my ownecoar : 


| 


ing 
But God forbid that I ſhould as a Fly lic blowing 
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vpon their ſores, or vie my tongue to licke their 
filthy vicers. Let ſuch bee what they will, whe- 
ther id[e or ynable, like «&/ops Hen too far to lay; 
they are a burden to our Church, a diſgrace ynto 
our calling,whichallows vsnotime of fitting ſtil. 
hy flandyou beer all the dayidle ? It was the Lor 
of the Vineyaidsreproofto them thar ſtood idle 
but in the market-place : what ſharpneſle then 
muſt ſuch look for as ſta1not inthe marker-place 
but in the Vineyard, and idletoo z and all their 
day ? Iris ill being idle inthe marker, bur much 
worſeto ſtand idle in the Vineyard of the Lord. 
Letvs then, ſo many as hauvereceiued this Mini- 
ſtry, not faint ; but giue attendance to reading, ts ex- 
hortation, to dofFrine. Is knowledge planted * then 
praticemuſt bee vrged. Is their practice good ? 
then perſeuerance, progreſle and continuance, 
muſt bee preſſed. A Souldier ſhould dy in the 
wars ſtanding, and a Miniſter in the pulpit prea- 
ching zno better place to haue God finde vs in. 
And, when thou ſtandeſtidle, admoniſh thy ſelfe 
as ſometimes Plinizms Secundis admoniſhed his ne- 
phew; Thou might'ſt hauenot loſt theſe houres. 
And laſtly, ler hearers hence learn their lefſon: 
for, is ir ſothat though Gods Miniſters rake the 
| greateſt pains that can be raken, there will be ſtill 
fomething left forthemtodaa ? then certainely 
there isaremaainger for you as well as they. Doſt 
thou know ſomthing © yet alas, how many things 
art thou ignorit of that thou art bound ta know, 


i 


| andremaine for thee tolearn ! And though tho 
| | ON RESLIGOT.. .., 


S* Pauls virimum Vale, | 


' haſt lnowledge in aboundance,ſfo that thouarrt a- 
' ble with Salomonrtodiſcourſe from the Cedar-tree 
: that ts in Lebanon, even onto the byſope that ſpringeth 
| out of the wall, and of all bea(ts and fowls, fiſhes &x cree- 
| ping things , yer ſtill there is a remainder, namely 
| practice and obedience : for , if you knowe theſe 
| things, bleſſed are you if you doo them, ſaith our Saui- 
' Our. 
Think of theſe things, thou who art ſo puffed 


vp with a conceit of that ſame ſmall ſcantling of | 


; knowledge thou haſt receiued, as that thou neg- 
 leteſtall further means of edification. And doo 


 thoualſo think ofthis, who contetſt thy ſelf with | 


| a bare hearing of the word, without conſcquent 
meditationorpraQtice. Sermon is don,thou faiſt, 
; whenthe Miniſter hath done preaching : and ſo 
it is indeed with many, for it is no more thought 
' of after. Bur, the Sermon that wants conſequent 
meditation heere, may bee meditated of in hell | 


' heerafter. Remember that, 


Brethren. 'The Obſeruatiors from this Compel- | 


 lition are from the conſideration of Pawl as a chri- 
ſtian,or asan Apoſtle. 
If we conſider him thus calling them as he was 
a Chriſtian, then weobſerue, 
There is __ kinred and brotherhood among it 
 Chriftians. Such as profeſſe the ſame fairh, and 
' worſhip the ſame God, are Brethren. And fo we 
| finde them often tiled in Scripture. will declare 
| thy Name onto my Brethren ( Gr Danid) in the midſt 
of the congregation will 1 praiſe thee. And elſewhere 


2 thus $ 


Iohnxz.17 


Text, 


Dot, 
Chriſtians are 


ſpmitnually akin. y 
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Iames 1.18 
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x Pet. 1,23 


2 Tan. 4.8 


Ffe nx. 


1 cor. 10.16.17 lic together : they are begottenof the ſame ſpirt- 


Chriſtian Gurteſie, or, | 


EE. 


' thus ; For my bretbren and companions ſake, 1 will wiſh 

 thcenow proſperity. Sothe Apoſtle S. Paul willeth, 

If any that is called 1 Brother bee a forr-icatour or coue- 
toi, 3c. withſuch 4 one, no wot to eat, And againe, 
The Brethren which are with mee unto the Churches of | 
Galatis. T his our Sauiourſheweth to his Diſci- 
ples, when he ſaich, Oze is. your Maier, enen Chriit, 
and all ye are Brethren. 

| Andnomaruell: for, they haue one and the 
ſame Father, which is Ged; oneand the fame Mo- 

| ther, which is the Church, in whoſe womb they 


| ruall ſeed, which is the word: they are fed at one 
andthe ſamerable with the ſame nouri/bwent, and 
' look for oneand the ſame anheritance, cuen crernal 
 bappineſs and bleſſeanes. 
| Letthisſerue, then, firſt for the Reproof of ſuch 
 asdifdain tofall Chriſtians by the name of Bre- 
thren, or to giue any Saint ſucharitle,eſp:cially if 
hee bee a mean one and of lowe rank. But, what 
diſparagement is it, or can it bee to any, to ac-: 
knowledge them to bee their Brethren whom |. 
Chriſt acknowledgeth to bee his Brethren, and 
| God acknowledgeth to be his Sons * Fore/mach 
' 45 you bane done it tothe leaſt of theſe my Brethren(faith 
| our Saujour) you have done it omtome. Shall wc be 
; aſhamed of ſuch as Chriſt is notaſhamd of? Let 
| vs bewareofthis pride of heart, which doch fo 
| puffe vs vp in regard of outward condition in the 
world, as thatit maketh,vs to forget ſuch as are 
mean and lowe ; and cauſcth vs ſo to FE ns 
7 clues 
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ſelues as if they werenot our Brethren , of the 
ſame chriſtian calling & profeſſis with our ſelues. 
True it is, we are difterencedin ciuill policy, and 
ciuill ſocicties;fome being noble, ſome bale; ſom 
rich,ſome poor (waich differences, Religion doth 
not take away, nor aboliſh before men) yer in 
thar ſpirituall ſociety, of w** Chriſt is the Head, 
there is no ſuch diſtintion. Heer we areall one; 


| all equals ; all Brethren, Letnotthenour inequa- 
lity in our ciuill calling cauſe great men to forget 
theirequality inthe Chriſtian ; nor our equality in 
; our Chriſtian, cauſe mean men to forger their in- 
| equality inthe ciuill. In both ler vs carry our ſelues 
| likemen of wiſdome. 


Andifthcſcare to bee reproued, then much E 


' more are ſuch profane perſons to be ſoundly leſ- 
' ſoned, whocaſtthis name of Brotherasa word of 
reproach &diſgracevpon ſuch as fear the Lord: 


| Oh, you are one of the holy Brethren, you are one of the | 


| holy Siſters. Now, whatdoo ſuch miſcreants, but | 


| chroughtheir ſides ſtrikethe Prophets, the Apo- | 


| ſes, yea'and Chriſt himſelfe? Ler ſuch knowe, | 


that they openly proclaim as it were witha trum- | 
per, that they hauc nor God for their Father, nor 
the Church for their Mpther ;but do openly dif- | 
claim them from beingtheir parents, whilc they | 


profeſſe,that they arc none of that holy Brother- 
hood, po”; 

As this ſeructh for Reprehenſien, fo- in the (e- |. 
cond-place it may ſerue tor our 1nſirudtien - for, 
out ofthis name wce may ſpell our duties. Look 


! 
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what nature ties natural Brethren ynto, that doth 
grace much more tie ſpirituall vnto. 
Brethren (as we knowe) louc together, and live 


> +" peaccably one with another. There 1s vnity and 
Firſt,  amity amongſt them : yea, ſo ſtrong is that louc 


; which isamongſt Brethren, as tha it exceeds all | 
other loue amongſt men. It exceeds the loue in 
' mariage (ſaith one) becauſethatis by choice, this 
; bynature. Ir exceeds the loue betweene Parents 
 andchildren, becauſe that isnot reciprocall, for 
the inequality of the perſons : this is moſt equal]. 
| Andthereforethe Arabians and Weſt-Indians,as 
| Hiſtories make mention, prefer brethren before 
; childrenin inheritances. This is the loue of Bre- 
 thren by nature. Now, we haueobtained amore 
| exccllent Brotherhood, and therefore ought to | 
| loue; and loueas earneſtly. Our loue muſt be as 
the loue of Brethren: and ſo we are commanded, 
| Be affefioned to love one another with Brotherly loue, 
Hebazz | airhthe Apoſtle. Andagaine, Let Bretherly loue 
zPcti,, | continue. And againe, To godiineſſe adde Brotherly 
| kindnes. 
Triul.in Apal. | In Tertsllian his time, there was ſuch vnity a- 
Gage fape- mongſt Chriſtians, and their loue cach to other 
nm \wasſ{ogreat, asthat it was to the amazement of 
; the Heathen. See, ſay they, how theſe Chriſti- 
; ans loue one another, andare ready ro dy one for | 
another. Bur alas for vs ! our contentions and | 
wranglings euenabourttoies and trifles may make | 


' 


| men amazed. How ſhall God bee our Father, if 


welivenottogetheras louing brethren? Or how | 


ſhall: 
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ſhall hee call vs his children, if wee behave our | 
ſelues as ſtrangers or enemies one vnto another * | 


— _— 


As touching Rratherly love, faith the Apoſtle, you | 1 Theſ.4.9 


need not that 1 write onto you ; for , you your ſelues are 


tawehi of God to loue one another : As it hee had ſaid, - 


Look,as naturall Brethren, not degenerating nor 
growing out of kind, aretaught by natureto loue 
oncanorher ; ſo you, to whom God hath giuen_ 
his holy Spirit, are taught by the ſame Spirit ro 
live in Jouve. If loue and amity beea leſſon taught 
of God, then reaſon thus with thy ſelfe ; #ho tea- | 
cheth me tocarry malice and hatred in my breaſt ? who | 
filsmy mouth with railings or curſed ſpeakings?O thar | 
wee would butthink of this, and remember that | 
weeare Brethren ! then would there not bee ſo; 
much bitterneſſeas there is, nor ſo much enuie, | 


malice, ſpite, found among vs : for, a cauſe why 
{ theſe euills remain with vs, is, in that wee forget ; 


that weare Brethren, Zet there benoſtrife, ſaid A-| Gcn.1;.8 


brahamto Lot, betwixt thee and mee . for wee are Bre- 
thren. The very name ofa Brother is,or I am ſurc 
ought ro bee, potent enough to quench coales of 

contention. 
Again: Brethren will take one anothers part a- 
gainſt enemies, though happcly they may diflent 
amongſt themſelues ; ſo that wrong one, wrong 
all. Thus, 4cobs ſonnes took the abuſe offred to 
their ſiſter, as if it had been offred ynto them; and 
thought it a ſufficient excuſe for them joining ro- 
gether in the reuenge of the Sichemites, in that it 
was done in their ſiſters quarrell : Shou/debeyatuſe 
ur 


Gen, 34-1 
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[1] Fes | Chriſtian Carteſie, or, 
| | our ſiſter 45 « whore? Thus ſhould Chriſtians de- 
| | fend one another in lawfull courſes (I fay nor, in 
 vnlawfull) , and ſtep out for them when they are 
 flandercd and ſpoke euill of, and not then bee ſi- 
lent; as the maner of too-too many is, who flinch 
| away as Dems and others did from Pal, leaving 
' bim to anſwer for himſelf. Thus, Brethren haue 
' almoſt forgotten that they are Brethren, and cue- 
ry man ſtands aloof when neceſſity requires their 
| fuccour. Hiſtories make mention of one Yr ſinus 
a Chriſtian Phyſician ; who, beeing ready to ſuf- 
fer Martyrdomeforthe Goſpell, _ to waucr 
and faint, Which, when Yitals a holy man ſaw, 
hee ſtept to him ; and, though hee knew it would 
| coſt him his life, comforted and encouraged him. 
For the which, hc alſo was condemned ro death. 

| Nic.de LyraCom.in 1.16hn;. Few ſuch friends are 
now to be found, as will lay downe thcir lives for 

| rheir Brethren. 1,Jobn 3.16, : 
Thirdly, Brethren-reioice at the welfare and 
proſperitic one of another, and do wiſh as much 

happineſle each to otheras to themſelues. Thus 
ſhauld Chriſtians, when we Tec God any waie 
| | uw and gratious vnto our brethren, whether it 
in matters of this life, or in matters of the life 

Fxod.18.g | © COM, reloice and bee glad thereat, Jethro rc- 
' * []loiced atall thegoodneſſe which the Lord had ſhewed 
Luker.57.58, | 0080 1ſrael.. Elizabethsneighbours and coſins did | 

reioice with ber when they beardtell that God bad fbew- 

| Theſ2.19.20] ©4 Percy pon ber. The Theſſalonians were Panls toy, 
and crowne of reioicing. 1oby reioiced greatly, when 
: x he | 


— 
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he found the children of the eledt Lady walking 
in thetrath. And lurcly, as Salomon diſcerned the 
true mother by her affection, ſo may wee atrue 


Chriſtian by this marke, Wocthento ſuch, who! 


haue no other cauſe of their ill will and malice 
towards their brethren, then this, that it goeth 
well with them, and God doth blefle them : As 
Joſephs brethren hated him for no other cauſe, bur 
for that his father ſcemed to louc him beſt, And 
ſo Cainſlew Adbel, becauſe God preferred Abel 
before him. Away withthis ſame enuie, nouriſh 
itnot within thee : 7t & the rottenneſſe of the boxes, 
and ſo the inſteſt of all vices, becauſe it bringeth 
with it its owne vengeance; asa Viper cating out 
the bowels where it is bred. Iris a bloody finne, 
for if it cate not out anothers heart, it will cate 
out thy owne. .Be not an enemy to Gods fauours 
when they fall beſides thee : grudge not that thy 
neighbours field is fairer growne then thine. 
Quarrell not with God, becauſethy neighbours 
flocke eſcapes the rot, Let not thy neighbours 
welfare bee thy diſcaſe : becauſe Heauenſmiles 
\on him, wilt thou look awry vponhim? becauſc 
God ſets on him the ſeale of his loue, wilt thou 
ſer on the ſcale of thy malice 2 Beware of that: 
Remember ſill that hee is thy brother. And as 
the good of one member of the body, ſerueth 
for the vſc and profit of the other : So whathee 
hath ſhall tend to thy benefit ; and therefore re- 
ine not for his vvelfare, but reioice thereat. 


Fourthly and laftly, Brethren, as they doe re- 
| D ioice | 
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Heb.11.24-25. 


Neh. 1.1.3.4 


2 Cor.11.:8. 
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forth violently athis voyceand og He weeps 


| children of God, and brethren of the faithfull. 


; Chritlian Curteſie, cr, 


ioice with them thatdoe reioice, fo they weepe 
with themthat weepe. There isa ſympathy and 
fellow feeling of the miſerics each of other, If 
one be in heauinefle the other cannot containe: 
Aﬀection will then breake forth,and ſhew ir ſelf. 
As we ſeen. Joſeph, who albcit before he had diſ- 
ſembled and hid it : yet when hee heares Jada 
make ſucha ſad relation, and ſees his brethren fo 
ouerwhelmed with forrow,then compaſsion can 
be concealed no longer, Aﬀe&ion muſt breake 


alond, and tells them he was Joſeph their brother ? 
Thus muſt it be with vs who profeſſe that we are 


Yea, thus it will be with vs,if we are rightly bred 
and borne : As weſee in Aoſes, wh * aff=Qion 
was ſo great towards his perſecuted brerhren,as 
that he choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God, then to enioy all the pompe and pleaſure of 
Pharaohs Court. So Nehemiah,though heenioied 
much pleaſure and creditin Shafhan in the Court 
of Araxerxes; yet when he vnderſtood by He- 
nam of the affliction and reproach ofthe people 
of God,all that pompe and glory could not ſmo- 
ther hisaffetion, but he muſt fr downe and weepe 
and mourne, and faft certaine dayes, and pray beforethe 
Lordof heaven. And ſo Saint Pasl, The careof alt 
Churches (ſayth he) commeth pou me © who is weake 
and 1m not weake ? who is offended and 1 burne not ? 
The wantof this Aﬀection ſheweth that wee 
are not brethren, So farre are we from weeping 


when 


 S$'Paulsvhimum Ualew, WM 


when they weepe, as that wee reioiceat thoſe 
things which make them weepe. Wee can inſult 
| ouer our brethren inthe day of trouble,as the E- | _, oe 
demites did in the day of the deſtruction and cap- OY 
' tiuitie of Jwdab, and ſpeale proudly againſt them 
' in the day of theirdiſtceſſe. Or if we inſulr not 
' ouer ſachasare incalamity, yet wee are no way 
| touched with their miſeric. Wee ye wpon beds of 
| Inorie and ſtretch our ſelues pon our conches, and eat- 
.| the Lambes out of the flocke, and the calues out of the 
miaſt of the (tall, we drinke wine in bowles, and anoint 
our ſelues with the chiefe ointments,; but we are not grie- 
wed for the afflittions of Toſeph. Are not the bowels 
of the Saints wrung with gricf;and the Church 
| pinched withthe perſecutions of her aducrſarics? 
| Doonotthe mighty Nimrod of the world hunt 
\ her? Andare not furrowes made vpon her backe 
| with their ploughs : Look into the world, confi- 
| derthe miſcries ofthe Churches in forrain parts; 
in Fraxceand Germany : and, it thou haſt in thee a- 
| ny ſpark of brotherly affection (nay,if thou haſt 
' not putoffthe very nature of a man) thou muſt 
| needsabateof thy pleaſures, 8& with the captiue | pgy,,,,., 
' Tewes hang vpthy Harp vpon the willowes. The 
| Ark,and jſracland tudah abide intents, and my Lord | 2 Sxm.1 1.1 
Toab, and the fernamts of my Lord are encamped in the | -- 
open fields : ſhall 1 then go imo my bouſe, ſaid Vriah to 
Dawid, toeat and to drink, and to ly with my wife? As 
| thos lineft, and as thy ſoule lines, 1will nos do this thing. 
| See, heewouldnot affoord to himſelfe any more 


[1 


thenneceſſary contentment vnto nature, till hee 
| D 2 ſaw | 


Amos 6.4.6, 


— 


| 20 | Chriſtian Curteſie, or, 
Efay 22.12. 1; Jawthe iſſue of that buſineſs. Shall we then feaſt, 
14 : and ſport,and reuell ? Shall joy and gladnes, ſlay- 
; ing oxen, and killing ſheep,cating fleſh, and drin- 
' king wine, be found amongſt vs in this day, when 
the Lord of Hoaſts cals to weeping and to mour- 
.  ning,to baldneſſc,and to girding with ſackcloth 2 
| ' Surely it will be revealed in the ears of the Lord | 
of Hoalts : and this iniquity ſhall not bee purged | 
from vs1till we dy. Let vsnot,my Beloucd,think 
' we hauethe affections of children, when wee can 
; ſee our mother ſick and ſorrowfull, without re- 
morſe. Let vs not think we haue the affections of 
brethren,when we can hear or ſcethe maims and 
; miſeries of Gods people, without layingthem to | 
heart. And therefore, as whcn the Church of 
God flouriſheth and houlds yp her head, we muſt 
| lift yp ours, though otherwilc it gocth not ſo wel 
| with vs in our ownepriuatecſtate and condition: 
| ſo, whenthe Church mournes and hangs downe | 
_ _ . the head, wee muſt caft downe ours, though our 
| owne condition beeneuer ſo good. For. as the, 
-, peace and proſperity of Ieruſalem ſhould ſixec- 
ten our priuate grieuances; ſo her atfictions and 
dangers hould ſowre, and make diſtaltcfull to vs, 
all priuate comforts whatſocuer. 
And thus wee have ſeen the qualities and pro- 
. pertics of Brethren : which if wee. inde in. our 
 ſelues, it isno matter forthe worlds mocking and 
 ſcorning at this Brotherhood : it is our glory. + | 
| If we confider Pas/,as a Miniſter,or an Apoſtle, 
ſorearming them zthen werlicnce note, 
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Firſt, his great Humility. For, though niany of | 
them to whom hee wrote were poorand meane, |, @. 
and ſuch as laboured with their hands, and few - | 
ofrhem wiſe 11en after the flicſh, or mighty, or | 
noble; and hee himſelfea Miniſter of the word, 
yeaan Apoſtle, and ſo in the higheſt degree of | _ | 
| the Miniſtcry, and a planter ofmany Churches : | * <0#43-23 | 
yet he maketh himſelf equallto thera of the low- | 
er ſort, in calling them Brethren, which is a word | om,: 1 

, of equality. 
| Secondly, his great. Mildenefi and gentleneſ/e of 
| ſpirit, in that hee doth thus gently exhort them, 
| when he had authorityro command ; and infinu- 
| | ALCS himſelf intothem by ſuch acopellation , the. 
' betterto prouoke them to doo thar they ſtood 
' bound to doo, | 
| Thirdly, his great, Afe@ronand Lowe, in viing 
| ſuchakindeand louing tearm': wherby he ſhew- 
ed, that hee did dearly and renderly affect them 
in the Lord ; and reſpect them as thoſe who were | 
conjoined: with him by the bond of one truth, | 
one faith, and one hope of ſaluation, | 

Fromthe firſt wee inferre ;, Mimfeers ouzht to] ng , 
behaue themſelues humbly in thety places and callings. | Miniſters muſt 
K The Kmg of the Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip oner them; om cocepe RE 
and they that exerciſe authority pon them are called ws 
Bexefactours : Bat you ſhall not bee ſo : but hee that is 
greatei# among ſt you, let him be as the youngeſt; and he 
that is chief, «5 though he did ſerue. The meaning of 
our Sauiour inwhich words, is, not to take away 
order, but to takeaway arrogancy and ambirion. 
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| t Per.y.2.; Saint Peter giucth the like | : Feed the flocke 


or HOI a = c ; neither as being lords 
| ower Gods heritage, but being enſamples to the flock... 
7%. | How thendoththatſame Antichriſtian ſpirit, 


' vſurping authority with tyrannous vſage of Gods 

. people, ſort with the Apoſtles precept and pra- 

Rice : And thatnor onely of that Arch-prelate of 

x Theſ.2.4 | Rome, who, vnder that title of Seruant of the ſer- 
wants of God, aduanceth himſelfe aboue all thar is 
called God : but alſo of others who are puft yp 
for their placeand gifts, and with Diotrephes lone 
to hane the preheminence ; and will neither recciue 
John nor his Brethren. Paul an Apoſtle cqualles 
.himſelf withthem of the lower ſort. But now be- 
hould a change. Ordinary paſtors and they of the 
lower ſort doo not onely cquall themſelues with, 

- | but euen aduance themſclues aboue Apoſtles ; 
| | taking more ypon them than cuer they did. Pl- 
| C.Plwws, Epiſ, Bius giues this report of Feſpaſian, That greatnes | 
, 44Veſp. | and majeſty changed nothing in him but this,that 
| Ne 91954 | his power todoo good ſhould bee anſwerableto 
forrune ampli | his will. And TI would this alſo might bee truely 
rnd rol ſaid ofſuch, who, either in reſpe& of office in the 
poſes ex »:lles. | Church, degrees in Schoole, riches in the world, 
or any fuch-like outward prerogatiue, are aduan- 
ced aboue their Brethren. Sure Iam, if God ad- 


| 3 Tohn g.10 
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Heſit.z.14 | vance Heſter,it is thatſhee may beea means to re- | 
p:#.: | lievethe Diſtreſſed of the Church of Cod. | 
Courreos' | Secondly, wee learne, that Conrteous and gentle 
| ſed rather than means arerither to be ſed by Gods AMzmiſters - than ri- 
ſexcre, | gour or ſenerity toperſwade men to obedience. = bo 
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The ſeruants of the Lord muſt not flrive, but begen- | 2 Tim.2.24.25) 
tle towards all men, in meckeneſſe inſtructing thoſe that | 
| oppoſe themſelues , ſayth Paul to Timothy. And you 

ſhall finde him the ſame inprafticethat he was in'| 
doQtrine, viſually comming to his hearcrs with | 

1 beſeech you Brethren by the mercies of God: 1 Paul | Rom.s .: 
my ſelfe beſeech you, by the meckeneſſe andgenleneſſe of | - Cor.19.1 


2 Cor.$.:0, 


Chriſt. Wee CAmbaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God ., ;** 
| 


did beſeech you through vs, we pray you in Chriits lead | 
that you be reconciled io God, How ſweetly doth he 
practice his owne precept * And ſo Saint Perer, | 
Deartly beloued, 1beſeech you as Pilgrims & Strangers, |, p.,., .. 
abſtaine from y laſts, ec. And thus Saint 7#hn,| : Iohns 
1 now beſeech thee Lady : So that wee ſee what 
meekeneſſe and mildnefſe we oughtto vic, ex- * 
horring and intreating, euen then when we may | 
lawfully command. Andno maruel, when God | 
himſelte herein '20eth before vs inthis owne cx- | { 
ample, 0h that 7ſract would have bearkned ; And | vcu.s, «, 
our Sauiour Chriſt inviting the Ifraclites in the | Mat,z 3, 
ſame manner vnto himſelfe, rhat the Henne doch | | 
her chickens. bs 5th 

Letthis ſerue thenfor our 7wwation and nſtrs. | ,. 
ton , that we endeauour to winour people with 
 gentlenefſeand lone. And ſurely when miniſters F 
ſpeake thus to finfullmer ; 7 beſerch you by the mer- 
| cies of God, 1 beſeech thee my Brother , leave thy 
| whoredome,forfake thy drunkenneſle, &c. Ifrhe 
| heart bee not ſealed vpwith hardneſfe, irmuſt | 
needes pearce it, Weeſee how inthings of this 
life, men are faine toſuec for rhat whichis their ' 
OwWne, | %. 4 
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owne, andare heart-glad if by fair intreaties they 
can gather yp their debts. If then we can by car- 
'neſt exhortations and effetuall perſwaſions ger 
at our peoples handsthis debt of obedience w** 
- they owe to God, let itneuer grieue vs that wee 
' come with Brethren, 1 beſcech you. 
' Andyetwithall great wiſdomand circumſpc- 
| tion mult be vſed in this manner of proceeding : 
' for, wee muſt beware, that wee ſolay downe our 
| authority,as that the word loſe not any, but abide 
| ſtill a word of power to command. To this pur- 
poſe theſe rules are to be obſcrued : . 
Firſt, ſo exhort and perſwade, as that the very 
coſciences of men that hearthee may conclude, 
that euen there where thou intreatcſt thou hali 
power to command, although in loue thou laicſt 
downethat power for the preſent. So- the Apo- 
phil.8.9 ſtle to Philemon : Wherefore though 1 might bee much 
bould in Chri# to any thee that which « connenient, 
yet for loes ſake 1rather beſeech thee, g+c. 
Secondly,ſo to exerciſclenity,as that thoufor- 
| get nor ſeuerity when the caſercquireth it. Com: 
ud.e3 paſſion muſt be had on ſome,but not on all ; ſom muſt 
with fear be puld out of the fire. When ſinne waxeth | 
| " | bold, thenmuſt Gods Miniſters put on bouldnes; 
| as Moſes did when the calfe ſtood before him. 
| | Whenthe Miniſteryis like to bee brought into 
| contempt, then muſt power and authority be pur 
| r Kings 19.2] on. Sometimes muſt Gods Miniſter, deliver the 


Cantats. 


wordas itwere ina ſoft and ftill voice , and other- 
whiles hee muſt change his note, and lift vp. his 
Voice | 


_ 
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woice like 4 trumpet, and ſhew thern their finnes. Paul, 
as occaſion ſcructh, can ſtand vpon his Apoſtle- 
ſhip and authority : hee can cenſure” Elymas : hee 
can deliuer wnts Satan, as well as intreat and be- 
ſeech. & | 
T hirdly, in thatthe Apoſtle calleth them Bre- 
thren.; obſcrue with what tenderneſſe of affettion 4 
Miniiter ſhould be deusted to bus people. 
0 Cerinthians, our mouth i open wnto you, our heart 
i made large, faith this our Apoſtle to this people 
to whom he now wrot. And, writing tothe Phi- 
ppiens, he doth vehemently proteſt his ſincere & 
cruent loue towards them. God i my record, ſaith 
hec, how greatly 11ong after you all, in the bowelles of 


teſus Chriſt. Such was his loucalſoto the Romans : 
as he witncfſeth,when he ſaith, That he lowged to ſee 
them, that hee might beſtowe ſome ſpirituall gift 20x 
them to ſtrengthen them. Such was his loue allo to 
the Theſ/alenians:as appeares in that hee ſaith, Wee 
were gemle among it you,euen as a Nurſe cheriſheth her 
children , not as a Nurſe mercenary, but as a nur- 
ſing-Mother, whoſe affections are molt tender. 
And alittle after he ſaith thus ; We exhorted you,and 
| comforted and beſought exery one of you (as a Father 
doth his children). And, writing vnto Timothic, 
he chargeth him, That he ſhould bee an enſampic 
of the belecuers in word, inconuerſatio?, and in loue. 
Where hee notes the Paſtors duty,So to loue his 
people, as that they mighr learne by him to loue 
oneanother. 


If Miniſters ſhould examine what loue they | 
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| bear vntotheir people; I fear, many would finde 


| for, and cannor remaine amongſt his flock with- 


a great want of brotherly aftection, How emp 

are their hearts ofthis hearty and vnfained loue, 
who ſeeke pretenſes of long abſence from their 
flocks 2 whereby the duties of teaching , and ex: | 
amples of life in their own perſons,are neglected. | 
Surely,this loue ouerthroweth ordinary abſence, 
withour juſt and conſcionable cauſes. Ideny nor, 
but there may be ſom occaſions, which may,and 
that lawfully, draw a Paſtourfora time from his 
people: as,when the publike ſeruiceefthe Chur, 


variances anddifferences,and ſuch like profitable 
imploiments. Thus, when the neceſſity of other 
Churches calleth for help at a Paſtors hands,heer 
is a good occafion of abſence. And vpon this 
ground, Ambroſe excuſcth himſelf vnto his flock. 

nd ſecondly,when a Paſtor perſonally is ſought 


out peril ofhis life: if rhe perſecution be not pub- 
like, both of the people and Miniſter , but onely 
perſonal ofthe Miniſter alone, heeris thengood 
cauſe of his abſence. So _U4thenaſiue did leauethe 
Church of Alexanarii, and hidde himſelf for the 
ſpace offix years in a dry ciſterne, and 4 moneths 

in his Fathers Tomb, and madethis Apology for 
himſelf ; Whacan blame me, being miraculouſly deti- 
wered, that 1 did not caft wy ſelf into their hands (that 
is, the Arrians) whoſought mee ? Thirdly , when 
health of body ſhall require diſcontinuance for a 
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time, it is lawfull. This cauſe ſtaied Epaphroditus 


ſhall require it,for the ſettling and compounding |. 
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fromthe Church of the Philippians: whom,aſloon | 
as he was recouered, Paw {ent vnto them. Fourth- | 
ly, a Miniſter may vpon his neceſſary priuate oc- 
caſions lawfully for atime bee abſent : as, in fol- 
' lowingneceſſary ſutes of law for defending of | 
his right, which requires his perſonallattendace; | 
' or inattending ſom Courts of Iuſtice whither he | 
 isCited, andthe like : heer are juſt and lawful cau- | 
ſes. Andyetin theſe caſes, Auguſtines rule mult | a,, £, 5 | 
| beobſerued : There muſtbee a care had, that the 
| Church benot left deſtitute ; but the Paſtors ab- 
ſence be by others for that time ſuppli'd, and that 
by ſuchas are ſufficientroguide their people: ma- 
king no ſuch bad choice of their Curares, as Jers- | : Kings 12.31, 
boam did of his Prieſts; of the loweſt of the peo- 
| ple, who were not Leuites, that is, not inſtruted 
' nthe Law of God, but of ſuch as are painefull, 
| faithfull, and able ro inſtru, So,Meſes,going vp 
to the Mount,lcft Aron and Har his Deputics. 
| And thus Paw! ſent Timethewus to Theſſalonica,to ſta- | r Thel.,.2 
bliſh and comfort them touching their faith, and 
left Tirwsat Creta,to redrefle the things that re-/ +, , . 
| main. Yea, ifhe be ſincerely affected to his peo- | 
' ple, when the neceſſity is ſerued, hee will haue a 
 defire to returneand viſit his flock ; and hee will 
| fay with S.Pau!, 7 long toſee you. He will have ſuch Romnrs 
| adefireafter them as is impatient of delaies ( for | #7/7%: 
| fothe wor fignifies w®Þ Pawlyſcth) ;and wil not | 
| belong dnined, after once he can get tobce re-| 
leaſed: jMcplaiethastheold-beaten Harezbeeing | ,,..,,.... 


| weary of long chaſing — returns _—_— rione defeſſus, 
p 2 


os. * 


Exod.24.14 
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embilibus ſuis dycth irr his owne borrough. I could wiſh then 
| emors. Eſpcnc. | that ſuch asare negligent, would themſclues ra- 


| 19. 3-48/*- | ther ſerioufly confider this , then giue others 
| ad 1. Tim, cape | ; , 

22. | cauſero complaine : for certainly want of loue 

-  |ro theflocke is the cauſe of wilfull abſence from 
nom" tf the locke. And hee who loueth notthe flock, 
/4"5mn. loues not him whoſe flocke it is : and therefore 
| datum dommi- Our Sauiour ſaythto Peter , 1fthow loweit mee feed | 
| 09" £76'm" | my ſbeep. Wherupon( ſayth one) cucry one negli- 


mum on ama-! gently feeding the Lords flocke, ſo often com- 
re paſtorem.D4- mended vnto him, is found not to louethe chief 
| Pune | ſhepheard Cunrsr Izs vs. 
os. | But though weefeed not commonly by our 
| ſchues, yet continually by our ſubſtitutes. | 
| Ifthe former occaſions cauſethy abſence,this 
is good, as before I haueſhewed : If not,it isno 
| excuſe, vnleſſe thou couldſt loue Chriſt by a de- 
| | putie and ſubſtirute.It was a ſaying of one 1odocue, 
-{ometimesa famous preacher within the Realme 
of France, which heedid often inculcate in his 
»x/pence, Ad- Sermons (* as one that often heard it doth re- 
| thune per Lum, Port.) T hat ſuchas feedetheir ſheepe by Vicars 
| melvay - > (themſclues being negligent andidle) ſhall go in- 
Jeros. to heauen by their Vicars, bur into hcltin-their 
 owne perſons : hee ſpake pleaſantly yet vttered 
the truth. But to conclude this vie, _Haron was 
| commanded to beare thenames of the children 
E:o.:8.12.19 Of Iſracilypon his ſhoulders, and vpon his heart, 
| . | fora memorial before the Lord continually. To 
, remember Miniſters, ſayth Biſhop Kabwgton (of 
reſpetiue memorie) vpon the place, Mow deare 
| vnto 
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vnto them the flocke committed to their charge 
ſhould be, euen grauen as it were in their breaſts, 
and cuer in their minds toprofit them, by all po(- 
ſible meanes they may, that they may bee ſaucd. 
Looke then we do ſo: for if we haueno ſhoulder 
nor boſome for them, Chriſt thar great Shezheard 
of the ſheepe will inde no manſion for vs. * 

. A ſecond vſe of this point may be for people: 
let them learne to be perſwaded of the louc and 
good affettion of their Paſtorstoward them; and 
 anſwere it againe with like loueand good affeti- | 
' On. It isa policie of the diuell, ro driue men out 
| of conceit with their Miniſter,and cauſe them to 
| ſuſpect his love and affection rowards them: and | 
| all for this end,that they. may leſſe profir by his 
| paines. For well doth this enemy of mankinde 
' know, that where there is no affection to the per- 
fon, there will bee no regard of the preaching; 
where there tis no liking tothe man, there will 
follow a loathing of his Miniſteric, For the 
mind being foreſtalled with this conceit, The Ati- 
nitter lowes ws not, makes vs miſdeeme all thin 
whatſocuerare ſpoken, to ſuit with the malicious 
| Fountaine from whence preiudice ſuppoſerh 
them to proceed (as when the palate is annoi- 
ed with ſome bitter humour, all things ſeeme 
bitter to the taſte) and hereby isthe effeR of the 
word much hindered. We fro this in the exam-. | 

le of Ahabroward Elah and Micaith whom hee | 1 Kings 21.19 
nee and profeſſeth his enmity roward them, | **& 32-75 
and therefore deſpifed the word that came from 
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their mouths. And without doubt here is a main 
reaſon why men profit not by the teaching ofthe 
word as they oughtand might, Becauſe they ac- 
| knowledge not the loue of their Teachers, and 
| their tender affection ouer them for their good : 
, cſpccially when they taxe and reprouethem for 
their finnes, thenthey thinke he louesthem nor, | 
| | nor careth for them , bur ſpeakes out of malice 

| | and ſpleene, and fo they hinder their profiting | 
| 1. Theſ.5.r2, | by his teaching. But, 1heſeech yos brethren to know 

| '3-| them which labour among # you, and are oueryou inthe 
Lord,and admoniſt you, and to efreemthemoery highly 
| #2 lone for their works ſake. We haue done now with 
| | the Compellation:the Valediction followeth. 

|  qw.. | Farewell, It hath beene an ancient cuſtome, 
| both amongſt the TIewes and Grecians, to begin 


and end Letters and Epiſtles with Salutations 
and Greetings,and therein they did wiſh,to their 
friends, that which they counted the chicfeſt 
| good. Andhence the Heathen, as they were 0- 
| | pinionated about the chicfe Good, ſothey did | 
|  indifterently wiſh good things to their friends in 
| their ſalutations. The Philoſophers wiſhed proſpe- 
| ritie: the Phyſicians health «The Common-people Toy: 
The Jewes wiſhed peace : The Romans ſafety : And | 


= our «Apo#le here, welfare , vnder which he com- 
Common ſoms\ Prehends all bleſſings belonging to this life, or a | 
| of ſalut ation better. From hence we learne, Common forms | 
oth £5 word of | of Salutation and Greeting (both by word of 


; mout') 4nd wr 


ing arecon- | mouth, and writing) are commendable, and are 
 mendable. } both ancient and Apoſtolicall. 
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A} aavagemoncs. | 
A precept forthis duty wee haue giuen vs by | 
our Sautour : When you come into an houſe (alnte it. Ma.1o.r | 
And againe, Jo whaiſcener houſe you enter, firſt ſay, | 1... | 
Peace be to this houſe. A paterne wee haue in Boaz: | Ruth 2.4 | 
who, coming among his reapers, ſaid vnto them, | | 
| The Lord be with you : and they anſwered him, The | 
| Lordbleſſe thee (Yea, the Angels themſelucs hane 
| vied forms of falutations). Andin the Angel that | : 
| came to Gedeop, who ſaluted him thus ; The Lord Tud.c.rz 
\ be with thee, thou valiant man : And in the Angell 
Gabriel, who came vnto the Virgin Afary, and ſaid Luke 1.23 
 vnto her, Hail, thou that art highly fanonred,the Lord 
' & withthee. The Pſalmographer infinuaterh the | 
commonnets of this Chriſtian duty among Gods | Pal.::4.s 
people, when he ſaith,They that go by,ſay not ſo much | 
| 45 The Lordproſper you, And we ſhall finde the A- 
poſtle Paslto be very preciſe in the obſeruing of 
this point in all his Epiſtles ; who oftentimes ſer- | 
teth downthe greetings and ſalutations of others | 
as wellas his owne. The whole ſixteenth chap- Rom.16,4--15 
ter tothe Romans, in amanner, he ſpends in this | | 
kinde. | 
But when the Prophet Eſha ſent his ſeruant Ge- | , 

hazjto the Shunamites houſe, he charged him, if | 00 
he met any man, Salate bim not ; and, if any man ſa- ui 10.4 
lated him,n0t to anſwer himagain. The ſame charge | 
did our Sauiour giueto his Diſciples, when hee | 
ſent them out to preach : Salwte, ſaith hee, no man 
by the way. K | 

Theintent and meaning of the Prophetand of | ,,; 
our Sauiour inthoſe places, isnot ſimply and ab- 
| ſolutely | 


| 


( 
: 
: 
, 


— — 


OO OO OW——  ——©——— 


1 


* 


—_—_ _—— —_—_— Mn —— 


32 EL Cbritian Carteſre, or, 


Fje rt. 


Vie 1. 


Phil. 4.8 


 ſolurely to forbid greeting and ſalutationzbut on- 
ly to enjoyn an omiſſion of the praQtice of thoſe 
| duties of common curtefic and ciuility, ſo farre 
| forth as they area hinderance of the performance 
| of waightier affairs, and other far more neceſſary 
duties. This then is their meaning : Rather then 
| youſhould any way hinder the quick diſpatch of the buſi- 


: 


 neſ laid ypoy you, ſpeak to no man that you meet with- 


all by the way, So then this makes nothing againſt | 


| this truth. Now for the vie. | 
Heer wee ſ{ce, Religion and Chriſtianity doth 
| not make men rude and ruſticall, as men of the 
world think and ſpeake. God hath his Ethicks, a 
doctrine of behautour,in his word : whereby hee 
teacheth vs how ro carry our ſelues wiſely and ci- 
uilly rowards all, and amongſt all. And therforc 
itis a ſlander caſt vpon religion by the father of 
lies,that it makes men clowniſh: for, Gods ſchol- 
lers are taught better manners, than to negledt ſo 
much as ſalutations cither in writing or ſpeaking. 
And ſecondly, ſeeing itis a duty, and that fo 
antient avd ſo commendable, let vs conſciona- 
bly learnto perform it both by word & writing. 
Whatſocuer things are true, whatſoener things are ho- 
neſt, whatſoener things are iuſt, whatſoeuer things are 
pure, whatſoener things are loyely whatſoeuer things are 
of good report, faith the Apoſtle (of which nature, 
as wee haue ſeen, this is) think on theſe things to doo 
them. And let no man ſay, Theſe areſmall & ſlen- 
der mattersto be ſpoken of, and ſtood vpon : for, 
it isa duty wearcall bound vnto; and our obedi- 


| 


ence | 


A 
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ence is ro bee ſhewed as well in theleaſt as in the 


greateſt matters. And therefore let enery Chri- | 
ſtian make conſcienceof it, and of the manner of 


performing it ; and let him look, 

Firſt, tothe Formof ſalutation, that it bee firſt 
hely, and not idle, profane, and vnſauory, as the 
ſalutations of ſwearers, ſwaggerers, and rude ruf- 
fans for the moſt part are : not, apox in flead of 
peace; nor, The diuell rake you, for The Lord be 


with you ; not ſwearing in ſtead of praying. But | 


our Salutations aretobe holy, heauenly : where- 
in weareto crauethe greateſt bleſſings thatare at 
atthe hands of God, and beg the chicfcſt good 
for the perſons we ſalute. 

Secondly, heerty; and therforenot hollow,nor 
formal and cuſtomary. Som there are that ſpeak 
friendly to their neighbours, but imagine mil- 
chief in their hearts : as we ſee in J94b, who cloa- 
ked his inward malice with ſweet and ſugred ſa- 


lutations, and moſt treacherouſly murdered vali- | 


ant Abyey, euen inthe act of ſalvting him. The 
like was his dealing with Ameſa : for , while hee 
faid vnto him, Curt thow in health, my Brother , and 
rook him by the beard with the right hand to kiſs 
him ; with the other hand he ſmote him with the 
ſword, and ſhed out his bowels to the ground. 
And ſo Iudas can come with Hail Maiſter , as well 
as Gabriel with Hail Mary. Many ſich wee haue, 
whom a man would judge to bee the flowre of 
curteſie, and to hauc all complements of huma- 
nity in them:-and yet TINY all is but . 
f1%1 : mas 
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2 Sam 2.27, 


Cp.20.9 


Mar.26.49 
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-| neſſe or weakeneſſe. 'Some there are, who are 


t with m 


 faid by one; that A handfull of old friendfhip is 


faſhion. Bur let vs renew it, and not content our 


mask and vizard to colour their hypocrifie, O- 
thers thereare, who (according tothe worlds fa- 
ſhion) reft themſclues onely.in a company of idle 
ceremonies, and childiſh complements; _— 
and imbracing,andthe like : wherein confiſts a 

the grace of their greetings. Iris well and truely 


worth an arm-full ofthis new curteſte : for, that 
which is the pith and marrow of Chriſtian ſaluta- 
tion, wiz.the lifting vp of the heart in deſiring the 
' welfare of thoſe that wee falute, is growne out of 


ſelues in viing goodand holy forms, as Ged be with 
ou, God ſane you, The Lord bleſſe you,orthe ke ; vn- 
leſs we vſethem in a holy maner, feeling our harts 
affected with revertcetowards God, and inlarg'd in 
lone towards our Brethrew, ſtill remembring, Sa- 
lutations are praiers to God: : and therefore aur 
hearts muſt be lifted vp vntohim, and his Name 
.on whom wee call muſt with all renerence bee 
thought vpon. For, ifwe onely ſpcak of cuſtome, 
not minding what weeſay, wee take Gods holie 
Namein vainz forwhich hee. will not hould vs 
guileleſfe. Sucha faulrthis is, as ought to be mat- 
ter of humiliation vnto all 3 yea, ro the very beſt; | - 
Andiyer I cannot paſſeouer this point without | 
athird ve, which'is, Reprebenſionof ſuch. as neg- 
le&rhis eitherin whole or patt., through wilful- 


ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed , and rankly ouer-grawne 
Mice and reuenge, that they. wilt neither | 


'=y 
{ 


ed 
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falute ſuch as they meer, nor anſwerſuch as ſalute 
them. Theſe are poſſeſſed with a damb divell, 
which had need to bee caſt out by faſting and by 
| Pra1tcr, 
| "Others thereare, and they of the better ſort, 
: whorake occaſion to neglect this duery, becauſe 
they are praiers; and thereforethink it valawfull 
' toſalute paſſengers ordinarily with God bee with 
' you, Or The Lord bleſS you. For, tay they, wee knowe 
+ | not whotheyare we meet withall,neither knowe 
| we whither they go, orabout what : orif wee do, 
| yet ſuddenly ſoto ſay, isataking of Gods Name 
in vain; and ſoa finne moſt feartull. To anſwer 
theſe; thus mach : Charity biddeth vs to thinke 
and hope the beſt in matters of vncertainty. But 
' admit thathethou meeteſt with bee an ynbelee- 
uer, andan alien from the common-wealth of I[- 
' rael, yet greetings and common falutations are 
due to ſuch, Our Saviour, as wee heard before, 
commanded his Diſciples whenſocuer they en- 
 tred into avy houſe, they ſhould ſalute the ſame ; 
| and gauethem a form offalutation, which they 
- muſt ſe whether the Son of peace were there or 
no ; ſaying, Peace bee t9this houſe. and if the Sonne 
of peace be in the houſe, your peace ſball com-pon it, ſaith 
; our Sauiour; if wor, your peace ſhall return pon you. 
; Sothen, wee ſee there isno hutt done whomloe- 
' ver wee ſalute. If they be the children of G O D 
whom we ſalute, then wee doo good vntothem 
| if nor, wedo good vntoour ſelues : for,that good 
wedeſire may befall them, ſhall fall on our owne 
heads. F 2 But 
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' | ſpeed, we ſhouldbe partakers of their enill. 
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Bur Saint 7ebw forbiddeth vs to ſalute, or bid 
_—_—_— to ſorae ; For if we ſhould bid them Goa 


; Saint John there ſpeakes of dangerous Here- | 

tikes, who did broach a contrary doctrine, and 

tcach another Goſpell; and therefore,aftcr once | 

| or twiceadmonition, were to be rejected, accor- | 

 dingtothe Apoſtles rule. Now ſuch astheſe we 
| may not ſalute, lcſt we ſeeme to. giuethe leaſt ap- | 
| plauſeand approbation to their bad proceedings 
' and Fg Opinions. 

Againe,thqu knoweſt not what intent he hath, 

or where about he gocth : What then © yer, Thy 

{ God bewith you, will doe no harme ; much good it 
, may. Doe hee intend any wickcd action, as to 

rob, to kill or any ſuch like lewdneſſe * thy prayer 
' may diuert him happily from his purpoſe : For 
' who can at any wicked worke,ſo long as God is | 
' with him, to dire him by his Spirit © Bur it can 

' never further him in his euill. 

; . Andlaſtly,thoughi bea prayer,yet our hearts 

' may be lifted vp to God inthe ſudden vying of it: 

; For howeucrour deuotionis ordinarily more ſer- 
i led, whe wepray foroux brethren inthe congre- 
gation : yertheſe ſhort ejagylarions by the way, | 

| may be profitableto our brethren, and accepta- 

| ble to God. And though we doe not lift vp our 

| hearts in the'viing of them, yet irdoth not fol- 

' low, that for our failing in-the manner, the mat- 
ter which is good ſhould benegleed, orlkettvn- 
| performed. Let vsſtill do the one, and amend the 


other: 
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other : and ſo God will be well pleaſed, our bre- 
 thren profited,and our felues comforted. And fo 


tion : The matter of it followeth:. 


| — 
The ſecond $ ermon. 


2DAE perfect. The firſt thing he exhorts 
FP them to, is perfection : And where- 


= one of parts, the other of degrees, it 
| is the later that is heere meant, and not the for- 
' mer. The point is, Perfection ought tobee endeauon- 
red: Our whole courſe of life ſhowlJ be 4 progreſſe unto 
' i. Perfection, in regard of {inne to bee purged 
' out, In regard of grace to bee encreaſed and 
ſtrengthened, In regard of our ations and ope- 

rations, ought to bee hard followed, and ſtriued 
| after. Therefore leaning the principles of the dodtrine 


i of Chrizt, let vs goe on vmtoperfettion, faith the Au- | 


| thor to the Hebrewes. And againe, Now the God 
| of peace, that brought againe from the dead our Lord 
leſwus Chritt, &Cc. Make you perfect in euery good 


theſe Corinthians in anotherplaceof this his E- 
! piſtle, to perfect bolineſſe in the feare of God, Ard 
ſuch as his doctrine, ſuch was his practice : Thu 
one thing 1 dee({aith he) forgetting thoſe things which 
are bebinde,and reaching forth onio theſe things which 


| 8 2 aye 


much be ſpoken forthe manner of the Exhorta- | 


A as there is a twofold perfection, the | 


P——_—— — 
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| worke to dee his will. So the Apoſtle exhorteth | 


| 


Text. 


DoFt, 
Perjettion 
ought ro be en= | 
deauoured, 


Hebr. 6.1. 


Cap.13.20.21 


2. Cor,7.1, 


Philip.3.13.214 
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1. The(l.4.1. | 


are before. '1 preſſe towards the marke, for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Chriſt 1eſws. When Chriſt 
', aſcended vp on high, he gaue ſome Apoſtles, and 
; ome Prophets, and ſome Euangeliſts, and ſome 
| Paſtors and Teachers. For what end *? For the 
perfecting of the Saints, 8c. Till wee all come in the 
| nitie of the faith, and of the knewledge of the Sonne 
| of God, unto perfect man. 

| Chriftianitic, as weknow, is compared to a way, 
and toa race: in which aman muſt not ſtand ſtill, 
but goe onward, if he would come ynto the end, 
and recciuethe crowne. And Chri#ians are com- 
pared'vnto.Children, and therefore muſt euer bee 
waxingandincreafing in ſtature ; going forward 
in knowledge and in wiſdome; growing in ſta- 
| tureandin with God and man, as did our 

Sautour. 

Divers ſorts then are iuſtlyto bee cenſured : 
firſt, Suchas haue not yet begun wall, nor entred 
yer into a courſe of Chriſtianiticz but ſpend 
r 
| 


{ their dayes in fulfilling of their luſts, and ina la- 
.zic forgetfulneſſe of Religion and_godlineſſe. 
How is itpoffible a man ſhould be PerfefFw, that 
was neuer Fadw?make an end thatneyer yet be- 
- - | gan. How farre from praQtifing the Apoſtles pre- 
cept is the Drunkeard, the Aqdulterer, the Coue- 
rous,the Vſurer? What perfeRion aime theſe aty! 

- | vnleſſe it it be to be perfect flaues to Saran,orper- 
7" feet Diuels : Theſe as yet are perfet imperfect 
ones. Ler all ſuch ſpeedily beginne, that they 
may continueand end. It is impoffible for him 


—_ 


to | 


— 
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ro be pertected, who is (till abortine. Begin be- | | 
times, deferre no longer, leſt Gods end comes 
before your beginning.Early holineſſe(ſay ſome) 
' prooues ripe corruption: bur certainly, habitua- | 
red prophanenefſe prooues ranke damnation; | 
delay is dangerous. Enter then into the way of 
| piette, and follow it ; ſtriving” with all your 
| powers, to grow vp to a perfet? man, unto the mes- Ephcſ ,r;. 
| (are of the lature of the fulneſſe of Chri#, | 
| A ſecondſortto bereproued, are ſuch,as haue 
| begunne, butgoenot on; Dwarfes and Dunſes 
' in Religion, alwayes being one, ſtanding at a | 
ſtay, not growing art all, notwithſtanding the | 

reat meanes God in mercie hath afforded them: | 
Like ro Pharaohs ſeuen leanekine,who deuouring | Gov. y yep 
| vp ſeuenfar ones, ſeemed as leane, and as lanke, | 
i and euil fauourcd as euer they were before. Such | | 
asare no wiſer at fifiic then at fifteene; oh how | -— 
we cenſure it in them 1 And ſich Schollars as af. | | | 
ter many yeares teaching profit not, or are no 
berter learned then they were the firſt day ; How | 
' doe we condemne ? And yetthis is the eſtate of 
many thouſands amongſt vs: of whom wee may | 
ſay,as Saint Paw! ſpeakegh of thoſe filly women | 
laden with finnes,and led away with diuers luſts, 
They are ener learning, 4nd neuter able to come tothe ſa- 
wing knowledze of the truth. They remaine in the | 
Schoole-houſe - Chrift | _ Sermon after 
Sermon; haueleflon after leſlon; preceps wpowpre- | Ecay 28.10. 
| cept ; line opon line; beere 4 little and there 4 Mabe yer 
neuer a whit berrered in their knowledge; _ 
creaſe 


——_—————— | 
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| bur, where you left them this year, you ſhall finde 
' |themthe next, yea many years after ; ifnotmuch 
* Much like Fa-| worſe. * The time of their life,and years of their 
biz in _— age proceedand haſtenvntoanend : yetthey cn- 
p rh roperber | deauournot to make a progreſs in godlineſs,they 
wowld wr con- \ ſtrive notar perfection, but thinke they hauc c- 
fſePe 244 | nough, and madeprogreſſe ſufficient : whereas 
J * | all ofvs ſhouldprovide, thatastheourward man 
| decaicth, fothe inward man ſhould bee renewed, 
| andas the body is weakned , ſo the ſpirit ſhould 
| be ſtrengthened. Theſearelike to the Sunne in 
loſurb's time, that ſtood RM and moued nor. 
Athird fort to bee reproued, arc ſuch as haue 
begun well, and held on for a while, but now re- 
| coil like Zarah in Thawars womb z gpoſtates,back- 
ſliders, who return to their ould finnes, and ſtart a- 
way like a deccitfull bowe, as if they neuer had 
Dan.z bin the men : reſembling Nebuchadnezars image, 
whoſe head was of gold, and whoſe feet were of 


| 

dire ; beginning gloriouſly in the ſpirit, but en- 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


ding ſhamefully in the fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſpea- 
keth ofthe Galatians. Many there are that haue 
ſer out very freſh, like ſogne pamperd jade,which 
at firſt is ſo freethat no ground wil hold; but ſoon 
| after giue in and tire, Of how many may it bee 

ſaid, They haue bcen forward, zealous, carefull 
in the waies of godlinefs, &c,; but now the world 
hath choaked them, the vanity thereof beguiled 
| | them, they are not the men they haue been? Alas 
| > Pet.n.22 for ſuch! inas much as they are becomne very 


q - dogs 


| creaſedin faith,further'd in ſantification of life: |: - 
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dogsand ſwine. The diuell himſelfe can ſay hee 
hath beengood: but whatis hee the better * nay , 
he is much the worſe. God will reward vs in the 
preſent tenſe,not in the preterperfetrenſe, as we 
are,not as we haue been. It were ſurely better for 


ſuch,neucr to haue knownethe way ot righteouſ- 


nes, than, after they haue knowne it, thus toturn 
from the holy commandement delivered vnto 
them. *All theſe come far ſhort of the Apoſtles 
precept, Be perfet?. 

By which rule let vs all walk ; and reſolue, cn- 
deauour, contend, and ſtriue for perfeRion,as for 
a prize ; adding grace#s grace, and growing from 
ſtrength to ſtrength. Asthe waters ſpoken of in E- 
zechielgrew vp by degrees,firit to the ankles,then 
tothe knees, thentorthe loines, and laſtly ro the 
head : ſolet vs be perficiemes, going and growing 
vp; thatatthe laſt we may beeperfedi, made per- 
fe& men in Chriſt. Proficiency is comfortable, 
anda pledge that the Lord will perfet what hee 
hath begun. And, toſtir vs vp vnto this duty, let 
| vs conſider how naturall things doo affect, and in 
their manner long after, the perfeftion of them- 
ſelues. Theinfant is ſtill growing in the womb, 
| vntill ir come to a perfetton : and fo, plants and 
other living creatures; wee ſee what little begin- 
ningsthey haue, yet they neuer ceaſe mounting 
till they attaine their due perfection. As nature 
hath put this property into ſuch things as are by 
her made vnperfe,whereby they enlarge them- 


ſclues, and growe out-to the perfection which 
G doth 
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Mat. 3.31 


Euſeb 1.61.4: 


Imperfetia per- 
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| Phil.3.13.14 


perfethion, 
Phil. 3.13 


Meant to 4ttein 


| 


more this property, that albeit it hath weake and 
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doth agree vnto their kinde : ſo hath grace much 


ſmall beginnings ; yet if true, it will growe as a 
grain of muftard-ſeed, andincreafe mightily. Ir 
may ten juſtly bee feared, that thou haſtnot the 
truth of Chriſtiani:y,who haſt nota defire &lon- 
ging after the pertcfion of Chriſtianity : and 
thou thar dooſt not aime atrhe perfection of de- 
orees, haſtnot in truth the perfeion of parts. 

As for abſolute and Angelicall perfection, it is 
not to be expectcd inthis world. It was the here- 
fie of Newatxe and Pelagins, who boafted of ſuch a 
puriry,and gaue thename of Puritans vnto them- 
ſelues. Our perfection is in part, not wholly , in 
reſpeR, not abſolute. An impertec perfection 
ours is : and this it is , 7# acknowledge imperfection , 
and ſirive hard toward the mark (which is the thing 


| that now we prefle) as the Apoſtle ſheweth. For 


the arrainmentof which, theſc directions _ be 
auaileable : Firſt, leam to forget that which « behiv 


of what thou haſt artained, as what remains to be 
atchicucd : look not ſo much on what thou haſt 
done, as on what remaines by thee to bee done. 
This is a good courſe, Oftento confider how far 
ſhort thou art ofthat thou ſhouldeſt be. 


| 


ſelnes. And henceit is that we ſeemto our ſelues 


half 


— 


and look on that which is before. Think not ſo mack 


Secondly : Comparethy ſclf with thy ſuperi- 

ours,ratherthan with thy inferiors, in grace : we | 
| often look vpon o hers tar behinde vs, and That 
| cauſerh vs to think wee need not ſo beſtirre our 


j 
f 
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| balf- Angels, becauſe we arenot (as ſome others) 
| balf-dizels. Such a deceit is this ( faith one ) as 
| that of Drapers, who commend a kerſey by lay- 
| Ingittoarug. Our knowledge is thought ſuper- 
 aboundant, becauſe it is more then whatour fore- 
fathers had, neuer conſidering that our meanes 
' are more, and therfore God looks for more from 
vs. And this cauſeth many tofirt downe, and reſt 
themſelues contented with whatthey haue. And 
yet in things ofthis life men do not thus: for, what 
; man, hauing a competent eſtate, will caſt his eye 
; ypon a begger that hathnothing ; and thereupon 
| conclude, Heis rich enough, he will now giue 0- 
uer trading © Rather he wil ſet before him one ri- 
| cher thanhimſelfe, to prouoke himro greater di- 
| ligence : Ando ler vs ſet before our eiesthe moſt 
' eminent amongſt Gods Saints ( as, Abrahams, Tob, 
| Danid, Moſes)yea God himſelte; that fo our dull 
fleſh may be ſpurred on, and we cauſed to endea- 
uour to be perfetF, as he is perfect, 
Thirdly, bee daily conuerſant inthe reading, 
hearing and meditation of holy Scriptures:for , 
they are giuen by inſpiration of God for this end, 
' That the man of God may be perfet#, throughly furniſbed 
onto all good works. What might wee come to in 
Chriſt, if wee would daily ſtudy the Scriptures, 
and meditate therein continually 2 for want of 
| which, we grow ſo ſlowly. Thenegle@of labou- 
ring at this oar cauſeth vs to go downethe -winde 
and tide, p 


Theſe means let vs vie, that we may attain vnto 
| G 2 pcr- 
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Text. 


uy | rage; few toaccompany; many to oppoſe. #hth- 


perfection. And as the kine of the Philiſtines, 


- which drew the Ark of God, though they were 
milch and had calues at home, the one to weaken 


them, the other to withdraw them : yer, without 
turning to therighthad or left, mey kept ontheir 
way til they came to Berhſhemeſh :{o, hauing once 
joined our ſelues tothe yoak of Chriſt, and bea- 
ring the Ark of his law vpon our ſhoulders in the 
way ofa vertuous life;zthough we haue many hin- 
' derances( worldly allurements, thediuels temp- 
' tations, and: our owne finfull prouocations) yet 


| letvs keepon the way of godlineſs, being not like 


the old Mooninthe wane, but like thenew in her 
; increaſc, and like themorning light,w*® growerh 
| brighter and brighter to perfe& day : Remem- 
bring, that as God is 4/phaand Omega, ſo hee will 
| haue his ſeruants to-runne from Alpha to Omega , 
| from the beginning to the ending inthe conſtant 
profeſſion ofthe faith. Pray therefore tor perſe- 
 uerance : and look to thy ſelf that thou loſeſt not 
 thethings which thou haſt done, but thatthou 
| maiſt receiuea full reward. Ando we paſs from 
| this duty vntothenext. 
Bee of good comfort. The Apoſtle well knew 
with how many diſcouragements they were to 
meet withall (for there is nocalling nor duty bur 
\ hath his croſſes attending. ) Withour, the world, 
| ſometimes ſcoffing at their piety, and laughing it 
out of countenance; othcrwhiles threatning ; 0- 
therwhiles vexing ; alwaies Iabouring to diſcon- 


mn : 


| 


ca 5 
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iz conſcience of infirmitie and imperfection: 
which is foſtrongand preualent with many,'that 
they become weary of well doing, becauſe they 
are weake in doing. And therefore the Apoſtle 


nother jointly ; andeach one ſeuerally , that 
they might: be able to withſtand inthe euill day, 
ard not make ſhipwracke of their faith when any 
| boiſterovs rempeſt and ſtorme of temp:ation did 
ariſe. The point that naturally ariſcth out ofthe 
| words (to paſſe by others) is : 
| Chriſtians0ught mutually to comfort one another and 
| £0. be comforted ane by another. This is the ſcope of 
| the Apoſtle and the ſenſe of the words, as wee 
' haue ſcene ar the beginning in the Expoſition, 
For furtherproofe and confirmation, read what 
is fayd inthe Prophecie of 1ſaiah. Comfort ye,com- 
fart ye my peo>le, [ayth the Lord God : ſpeake yeecom- 
fortably to Jeruſalem. And in the Prophecic of Ze- 
phaniahthus read we: Simz 0 Daughter of Sion, ſhout 
0 1ſraell be gladandreivice with all the heart O Dawgh- 
ter of Jeruſalem. Andin the ſame Pſulme which 
the ſiveer ſinger of Iſracll penned to giue inſtry- 
Qion(as the title hath it) the righteous are char- 
ged with this duty : Beglad inthe Lord, and reioice 
ye Righteous, and ſhoat for ioy all yee that are wpright in 
heart: and elſewhere thus ; Let Mount Sion retoice, 
and let the daugitter of Inda beglad. And inthenew 
Teſtament our Apoſtle doth often vrge it. Where 
fore comfort. yee one another. Wherefore comfort your 
| ſelues together. Wee —_ you Brethrew to —_— 
3 / 


———————_— 


willeth them to comfort their hearts one with a- | 
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| Dei. Hall De=4 heart to melt for pricefe, The world is like an ill 


— ww —- = OE er en ——— 


the feeble minded ; ſupport the weake, . And inthe 
ſame Chapter, he doth enioinea continual retoi- | 
cing : Reivice enermore ; In all eſtates, aduecrſe or 
proſperous,in whatſoeuer condition God is plea- 
ſed to place vs in, So is theprecept ; Rejoice in the 
| Lord alwaies, againe 7 (ay rejoice : hee doubles the 
| Mandate,toſhew the neceſſitie of the dutie. And 
| this was the end of Leniticall Feftinities, Thus wee 
haue ſcene this point prooued : wiz. Chriſtians 
onght mutually to comfort one another, and to take com- 
| fort one of another. 

And good reaſon : For ſorrowisagulfe, and 
ſwallowes vp many when comfort is wanting : as 
the Apoſtle ſheweth to theſe Corinthians, when 
\ hee requireth them to forgiue and comfort that 
excommunicated perſon. The diuell is ſubrill: 
' and when any of Gods children are in perplexi- 
; tie, then hetdboureth to take moſt aduantagea- 
' gainſtthem, as experience maketh good. 


| The vſes follow hereupon. 

| Firſt, confutation of their ſottiſh opinion, who 
| thinke no ioy nor comfort belongs toa Chriſti- 
an ; andthatthelife of aman, fearing God, is a 
dumpiſh and melancholy life. And why ſo ? be- 

| cauſe they cannot take pleaſure in vanitie, and 
| laugh and be merry in things ſinfull. Surely,thar | 
which is a carnall mansgreateſt mirth is vſually 


the greatcſt ſorrow of a Chriſtian, and makes his 


! Foole in a play: the Chriſtian is a judicious ſpe- 
CES | Ctatour 
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Qatour, who thinkes thoſe ieſts too groſle to bee 
laught at ; and therefore cntertaines that with | 
ſcorne, which others with applauſe. But haue | 
they thenno toy 7 Yes,matter of great ioy. The 
woice of reioicing and ſaluation , is in the Tabernacles of | *l118.t5 
the Righteous, | 
| But who more heauy and vnchecarefull , more 0b. 
ſad and forrowfull ? experience ſhewes it : that | 
Je ſee; their ioy weſce nor. True: For the ftran- 

| ger ſhallnot enter into hisioy, they ſhall not meddle | pro.14.10. 
| with it, nor can they diſcerne it ; It being inter- | 
' nal, and requires an internal] eye,the eye of Faith | 
todiſcerneit with. And for their ſorrow, it can- | 
not bee denied butthe Godly areofc-times more | 
forrowfull rhen they haue cauſe. And yet when | 
they haue cauſe their joyesarean hundred fold 
morethantheir ſufferings. And theirgreateſt ſor- 
row is but as a painted forrow in compariſon of 
| the ſorrow of the wicked : and therefore ſayth 
the Apoſtle , As ſorrowfull, yet alwaies reidicing : | 2 Cor.6.10 
we maner of ſpeech is wel obſeru'd by one,and | -aafekinkic:- i 
is worthy to be obſerued by all. He bringeth in 
the ſorrow of the Godly witha queſi, 45 it were ſor- 
{ rowe; notthat it is ſorrow indeed, but ſayth he, 
A's ſorrowfwll: but when he ſpeakes of Joy, there 
is no quaſ;, buttrue toy. The Sorrow of Gods 
Children then hath a qui, their Joy hath none. 
| Butnow, ecomtrs, the wicked worldling is moſt * 
| miſerable, For his J#y hatha quafe, but his ſarrowes | 
| are without, They are ſorrowes in good carneſt: CY, | 
and therefore they are biddento howland lament , » 
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| to weep and roar, for thoſe ſorrowes that ſhall come 
| Upon thew. They flouriſh and joy for a time, but 
they periſh and mournefor ever, ſaith a Father : 
they joy in falſe & deceiucable good things, and 
| they periſh in trueand remedileſſe torments. 

| Secondly, Redargution or Reprehenſion : firlt, of 
'ſuchas fail in theirduty, in nor giuing comfor: , 
| ſecondly, of ſuch as fail as much in their duty, in 
'nottaking comfort when it is giuen. Of the for- 
| mer ſortthere are degrees, Some there are that 
will giue comfort, but nottoall; or atlcaſtnot in 
that mannerand meaſure as is fitting. Let ſome 
of the wealthier ſort bein any —_—_ then there 
is riding, running, ſending, going, pirying, pray- 
in2 ;z and, as mice and rats, they run to the Barne 
w* is fall of corn : but hethar is poor,is hardly 
acknowledged of his brethren,much leſle cofor- 
ted z or if he be, itis very coldly : few words arc 
ſpoken whereby his wearied and perplexed ſpirit 
may be refreſhed. Will you hear the vſuall form 
of comforting? Tam ſorry, neighbour,to ſee you 
thus, ſay ſome. I hope to ſee it otherwiſe with 


I haue ſeen others as lowe brought as you, yet 
haue done well enough. And heeris all. As for 
deeds, it may be ſome rich Chuff may ſend-him- 
ina pot of pottage, or a groat; andthink hce hath 
donea work of ſupererogation in ſodoing. Heer 
is ſory comfortto refreſh the bowels of the ſaints 
withall in the day of their diſtreſſe, Others there 


arethat giue gall for meat, and vineger toquench 


—_—F 


Ct 


youere long, ſay others, I ſhould bee ſorry elſe: | 


thirſt, 


SP auls vitimum Tub... 


thirſt ;as the Lewes, our Santour : adding affliti- 
onto them whora the Lord hath wounded, by 
inſolencies & cexprobrations z as Shemei to Dauid, 
Of the ſame ſpirir, amongſt vs wee haue many; ! 
whotriumph in the greareſt miſeries of their bre- | 
thren. That miſery of miſcrics, a wounded ſpi- | 
rit, many make it rather matter of cxprobration 
than of compaſſion : This is the fruit of your 
Church-gadding and Sermon-following ; or elſe 
by queſtioning ſincerity,as the friends of 19b.Sce, 
ſay they, now God hath met with him, he is paied 
home for his hypocriſic, &c. Of ſuch as theſe 
. | may betruly ſaid. M:ſerable comforters are you all, 
But let all ſuch miſcreants remember and hear 
their doom which the Prophet Dawid denounces 
_ them by Propheticall inſtinct. Poxre out 
me indignation wpon them,and let thy wrathfull anger 
take hould pon them : for, they perſe ecute him whom 
tho haſt ſmitten,and they talk to the grief of thoſe whom 
thou haft wounded. Goe on then, thou that art ſo 


barbarous & inhumane : laugh at the Religious : 
{port thy ſelfe with their ſorrows : make thy {clte 
merry with their miſeries ; and count itmelody, 
To ſcecand hear of the maladies of thy Brethren : 
Yet knowe, that light & ſowne for the righteous , and 


toy for the wprizht in heart. Bur, as thou haſt done, 
ſo ſhall-it bee done to thee : thy reward ſhall cer- 
tainly return vpon thy owne head.For,the mouth 


ofthe Lord hath ſpoken it. 
A ſecond ſort that this do&rine meets with,are 


thoſe who doo not fail in giuing, but innot recet- 
H uing 
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uing comfort when it is offred. You ſhall heare 
theſe often effeftually comforting others that are 
in miſery, and liverally drawing out of the wels of 
conſolation tor others that arcatflicted ; yet them- 
ſelues will take none, May notthe prouerb be fit- 
ly applycd tothele ? Phyſician, heal thy ſelf. They 


will ſpend much time in making knowne their 


wants, but will not apply the remedy. No argu- 
ment'can be ſtrong enough ro make them chea- 
ry ; but, as Rachel weeping for her children, the 

will not bee comforted, And why ſo? Becauſe 
they are vnworthy of ſuch pos promiſes. But 
doe nor thou ſtay till thou bee worthy : rake the 
comfort that is brought, and be thankfull. Wee 
would count him mad, that being fallen into ſom 
pit, and nigh to drowning,calling and crying out 
forhclp,ſhould yet when help is oftred withdraw 
his hand becauſe hee hath done nothing worthy 
of that loueand kindnes. Lookthou to thoſe con- 


| ditions that are required in Gods word, and ſce 


thou bee capable of thoſe comforts , and neuer 
ſtand vpon thy ownedeſert or merit : for,though 
itbee toomnch forthee to haue, yer it is not too 
much for God to giuc. 

Thirdly, Inftrution tothe performance of this 
duty. Firſt, mutually one another; and ſecondly, 
cuery one himſclf. 

Man that s in miſery (ould bee comforted of bis 
friends, ſaith 10b, but that ren hane forſaken the fear of 
the Almighty. You then thar haue this feare of 


| God before your eies, make conſcience of this | 


duty : | 


|" SiPauls vidimum Oakes. 


duty : andas you defire to partake comfort from 
God, ſo with-hould it not from the afflicted. Ir 
is reported of the Bees, that when one is fick,they 
all mourn : and of the Sheep, that if one of them 
be faint; the reſt of the flock will ſtand betwcene 
itandthe Sunne, vntill it bee reuiued. God hath 
| hewenvs all out of one rock,tempered all our bo- 
dies of one clay, and ſpirited onr ſoules of one 
| breath. We are all ſons of one Father, members 
| of one body, and heirs of one Kingdome : in re- 
| ſpect of which neerlinking together, ther ſhould 
be compaſſion and ſympathy betwixt vs. 1f one 
member grieue, all ſuffer with it, ſaith the Apoſtle. 
| And doo wenotſee, when a thorn is got intothe 
foot, how the back bows, the eyes pry into the 
hurt, the hands are buſie to pluck out the cauſe of 
the anguiſh : Ewe wee are members one of another ; 
and therefore be it ſo. So ſhall God recompenſe 
it into thy boſome ; andthe ſoules of the afflicted 
bleſſe thee. 

And for our ſelnes : Let vs chear ypourhearts, 
and not darken the glory of religion by our vn- 
comfortable walking. If worldlings offend, that 
they laugh whenthey ſhould mourn ; wee offend 
no leſſe, if wee droop in cauſe of cheartfulneſle. 
And what eſtate can we be in, wherein wee haue 

not cauſe of chearfulneſle, if wee bee the Lords ? 

' Tf bothearth and hell ſhould conſpire to afflict 

| and moleſt thee ; yet ifthou haſt God thy Father, 

| Chriſtthy Sauior, the holy Spirit tobethy com- 

| forter, and Heauen for thy bt : thy ſorrow 
2 can- 
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| ' cannot courteruailthe cauſes of thy joy. Thy loſ- 
|  ſes,crofles,may be great : but thy joics do far ex- 
| Mat.25.2: Cceed. Enter imo thy maſters ivy, ſaid the Lord vnto | 
his ſeruant that was taithfull. Great joy it muſt ; 
bc, becauſe our Maſters; and becauſe that entcrs 
not into vs, but we into it: ſich, which we cannot 
| comprehend, but are comprehended of it. Wor- 
' x Per.B thily then is it called Jzy onſpeakeable, and full of 
| glory. In time of grict then put Dazidsqueſtion to | 
| thy heart, Why art thou ſad , my ſoule ? and why art 
thou diſquicted within mee? Weigh all things well 
in the balance of the Sanctuary ; and, I dare ſay, 
thou wilt not knowe whether to bee more angry 
; withthy ſ{clf, or more aſhamed at the anſwer, Ir 
may be it is thy body, orthy purſe, or thy fame, 
| or thy friends, that cauſeth that vncheartulneſle : 
| it may bce none of theſe, onely thou art ſad be- 
cauſe thouart, But what if theſc, or more 27 

' Dot Hall Dec, = Yet, haſt thou God ? It yea, Why then doeſt 
| thou not rejoice £ Can{tthon freeze in the fire, 
| and ſtarueata feaſt 2 Heis the authour of all true | 

| toy, how canſt thou be dumpiſh © Haſtthouthe 
conduit of Comfort.and yet abid'ſtin heauincſs: 
Paul and Silas, they fang in the prifon : The Mar- 
tyrs in the flames : Joby Baynam retoyced , as if 
hee had becn in a bed of Rofcs, when hee was art 
ſtake. No doubt, thele were ſenſible of the pain : 
bur the ſweetnes of that joy, which they had ari- 
 fing from the fruition of God and his tauour, o- 

. *  : yercamethetcelingof their preſent torments. 

| Suffernotthenthy ſelfe ſo to be vanquiſhed or 


- dif | 
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diſinaicd by any grieuance whatſogucr, as that 
chou ihoulde{t nor be able cheartully to lerue the 


tM- exhoits vnto : : and that is Ywanimity. 


notcd our ; and they cxiorted to vnanimity and 
conſent in matters offaith and doctrine. Thenote 
is: Such as profeſſe one and the ſame faith ſhou!d minde 
, 4nd affect the ſamethings. 
| In the beginning ofche former Epiſtle which 
| hee wrote to the Corinthians,as well as inthe la- 
;tcr end ofthis, wee ſhall finde the Apoſtle com- 
| mending this duty to them thinking itto bee ſo 
| necelfary y, that both in the be 2ginning and inthe 
| end, and at all times, thcy were to be put in mind 
| | of it. Now beſeech you, Brethren (faith hee) by the 
name of our Lord leſus Chriſt, that ye all (peak the ſame 
things. a«d that there bee no dinifions among3t you; but, 
that ye bee perfectly iozned together in the} {ame minde, 
and in the ſame indaement. 


tcr ſauc one, hee makes.a moſt earneſt praicrto 
ay that this might be tound among them ; ſay- 

o, Now the Godof patience and conſelation grant you 
to _ altke-mind:done towards another, according to 1e- 
ſus Chriit; that you may with one minde, and with one 
mouth glorifie : God. And writing to the Philippi- | ? 


adjure them ) that 1f there were any conſolation in | 


| H 3 


Lord. And {o I come tothe next thing the Apo- | 


And inhus epiltle to thc Romans, the laſt chap- | 


Beof one minde. In which words, the conten- | 
10:5 and dillenfions thar wereamonglt them are | 


_ 
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ans, hee doth deeply charge chem (yea, ſtrongly | 
Coriit , any comfort of loue,any y fell of the ſpirit, | | 
if 
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if any bowels and mercies ; fulfill yee my ioy, that yee bee 
like-minded, hawing the ſame loue, beeing of one accord , 
ard of one minde. Werenot this aduty of great im- 
portance, ſurely the Apoſtle would neuer bee ſo 


carneſtin the vrging of it, beſeeching, praying , 


| yeaadjuring vs to the practice of it, And no won- | 


, der, 
| For agreat aduantageis giuen to the enemy 
by Jifſenſion : Ir is a militaryprinciple, Tempr 
not an enemy by gining him the aduantage. Wee giue 
them opportunity to ſhuMfle-in their counterfeit 
coine, whiles we conſent not in our gold : ( And 
yet alas the difference amongſt vs isnot ſomuch 
about the weight or purenes of ſubſtace, as about 
the faſhion.) And this, Ewſebixs obſerues, was the 
policic of theſubtill ſerpent, when perſecutions 
gaue the Church breathing ſpace, Eucrmore to 
begin to vexe her with herowne diuifions. 

Alas for vs ! forthere is vtterly a faulr'amongſt 
'vs in this reſpet. As for diuifion in Doctrine, 
' which is Hereſic, we cannot be charged with ; 
| but fordiuiſton inrites, which is Schiſme, thart is 

| ourdiſeaſe. In ſubſtance weioine, and therefore | 
| thinke it a ſmall matrer to diſſent in circumſtance: 
ard indecd it is the lefſe matter; yet ſucha matter 
| as deſerucs a ſharpe cenſure : what detriment it 


| hath been vnto our Church , hee hathno mind | 
| that conſiders not, no heart that condoles nor. : 


i 
x 


; Shee hath beene like Rebecca, troubled in her 


contrary diſpoſitions : which hath cauſed her to 
complaine 


— _ o_ — 


4 


' 
: 


wombe with the ſtriuings of two children of | 


| 


. 
j 
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complaine , Why am 1 thus, Ephraim is againſt 


ſuch vnnaturall brethren who pittie no more the. 


Fautors ofher diuifton hauce much to anſwere for 
beforethe Lord. For the ſinne is ſo great , if we 
beleeue Chryſoſtome ( eſpecially authoritie being 
reſiſted) that it cannot bee expiated by Martyr- 


dome. 


; as loue the peace w_ 7, to beeknirttogether in 
| one mind and one iuggement inthe Lord. Read 


| how many vnitiesthe Apoltle puts vs in mind of, || 


that we might be the better wonne to this vnitie: 
There is one Body, one Spirit , one Hope, one Lord, one 


AManaſſes, and Manaſſes againft Ephraim. Woe to | 


paines of their mother. Surely the Authors and 


| Letittherefore admoniſh and exhortas many | 


Faith, one Baptiſme, one God and Father of all. In- 


contentions muſt needs be odious. 

Againe confider,[s it nota ſhame forthe chil- 
dren of God to'diſlent, when the children of hell | 
are at peace? The diuels in hell arenot diuided : 
and it is neceflary forthem tohearken one vnto 


deed, if weferued diuers Lords 8 Maſters, there | 
might ſometimes naked ſwords be ſeen: but now | 


another(ſaitha Father)and to haue vnity in their 
diſtraction, leſt they ruine their owne kingdome. 
For a kingdome, nay that very kingdome being 
diuided againſt it ſelfe conld neuerſtand, Third- 
ly, conſider the effects that follow hecreupon. 
T he diuiſion of tongues, as we readin holy writ, 
hindred the building vp of Babell: and it cannot 


otherwiſe bee but the diuifion of hearts muſt 
needs 
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Ereans 1, Qui ſuch diſagreement ? Clemens Alexendrinus brings 


1 Onmis (ett 


chnſtianifmi ti- 
tulum ſbi ven- 


dicat,tamenalisd) Thus it giucth aduantage to our enemies to 
alum exera17) ſcorne vs; yea, and more, toſcourgevs. Aske 


> condennat, 


O00 


tthe tearmes of Zuinghans, Lutherans, Caluiniſts ? 
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As 


\needs hinder thc building of our Teruſalem : 
| Gods Sabbotits a1e neglected * the Word, the 
Goſpell of C'::! Iclus, cannot have thar free 
paſſage, that it otherwiſe could and would haue, 
; were it not for our owne home-bred broyles. 
| Some wil heare none but refuſers of conformity: 
others take aduantage of their diſobedience, to 
| contemnetheir Miniſtery : both waies, the king- 
| dome of Chriſt is hindred, It giueth likewiſe 
| matter of encouragement vnto our enemies. 
| How commerth itto paſle ( ſay Papiſts tovs) you 
| hane ſo many fefts amongſt you 2 What mean« 


How is it that ſome are Browniſts, ſome Bararſls, 
ſome Paritans, ſome Proteſtants? Hqw happensit, 
that rouching-Ceremonies & Diſcipline ( Bleſ- | 
{ed bee God,they can taxevs inno other) there is 


in the Heathen,cxprobrarting our religion for vn- 
true, vawarrantable, vpon this very ground, 


the reaſon why the wild Boare hath ſpoyled the 
vineyard ; why the #mand Zym, hlthie and va- 
cleane birds, rooſt themſelucs within our ſanci- 
fed Dominions. The anſwere muſt be, Iſrael is | 
not true to Judah : the renting of the ten Tribes 

iromthetwo, hath made boti the tenne and the 
two, miſerable : Sci/nriw his arrows, taken ſingly 
out of the ſheaf, arebroken with the leaſt finger : 
the whole bundle vnſcuered feares no ſtreſle, BY 
di 
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diſperſing our forces we have weakned ourſelves: ' 
and thus we have fourd rhe Politicians rule to be | 
but roo true ; Make diuifion, and get dominion, | 
Diſſenſions haue beene, 2nd arc, a Lent to our | 
friends, a Chriſtmas toour focs; gaintothe one, | 
and lofſe vntothe other, To, draw,now.to a con- 
cluſion of this point: Let irbe enough (yea, and 
more than enough) that our falling out hath been 
a grief and heart-ſmart to our mother : let vs pro- 
ceed no further, leſt weall fmarrt for itn the end. 
So ſhall che peace of our Icruſalem break forth as 
the light, andthe ſaluation thereof, like the mor- 
ning-Sun. Let vs be guided by that one rule w*Þ 
God hath preſcrib'd in his word; and not decline 
from that, citherto the right hand or to the left. 
In ſuch things as are not reuealed, ler vs a-while | 
ſuſpend our judgements ; and wait GOD's good | 
pleaſure for the reuelation of them : and,to thoſe 
thingsthat arereucaled, ct vs hold faſt, And this 
is the way to haue the joy of our Sion full, 
Lineinpeace. As the former precept hadre- 
ſpetto matters Eccleſiaſfticall , fothis, to things ci- 
uill : whether Politicall,as between neighbour and 
neighbour, ſuperiourand inferiour ; or Occonomi- 
call, v-hich is to be praftiſed in the priuate family- 
between the husband and the wife, the parent & | 
the childe, the maſterand the ſeruant, &c, The | 
obſeruation is this : | 
Chriſtians are to lead a peaceable and 4 quiet life one 
with another. All diſcord and contention is to bee 


auoided, euen in ciuill and externall things : and 
I peace 
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peaceand quietnefs is to be followed, 

There is nothing (ith a Worthy of our times) 
which the Angels did more gladly congratnlate 
vnto men, or which Chriſt did more carefully 
bequeath, or the Apoſtles more earneſtly enjoyn, 
than this praRice of peace. How oft,and how ve- 
hemently, doth the Spirit intreat and command 
vs to haue peace, and to imbrace it £ Wee are 
commanded to loue and affe& it : Lowe the trath, 
and peace. Neitheris it ſufficient toloue, but wee 
are enjoined to ſeek it : Depart from eniland do good, 
ſeek peace andenſaueit. Neither is this ſufficient to 
ſeek it, but wemuſtallo haue it : Haxe ſalt in your 
ſelues, and hae peace one with another. But what if 
peace willnot be had £ whatthen? S. James then 
chargeth vs to make peace by our endeauours, by 
our patience. The frait of righteonſnes is ſowen mm 
peace of them that make peace.But,if in caſeit be once 
made and had, what if it will not ſtay nor abide 
with vs £ Then, faith S. Paul, Follow after the things 
which make for peace. And what if it will needs a- 
way, and hide it ſelf ? what isthen tobee done 2 
S. Peter wils vs in this cafe to follow peace, or inquire 
after it. And how if weknowe not where to finde 
ir, or howto follow it * Then muſt weetake the 

\poſtles counſel, and fuay for it. 

That Reaſon may be giuen (amongſt many o- 
| hers that might bee rendred) for this truth, w*> 
the Apoſtke makes : Tow are called to it in one body. 
| Whcrethe reaſon of it is double : firſt; from their 
| vocation, They weyecalled toiv;, and that not one- 
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ly by men, who by their lawes require peace, but 
elpecially by God ; And thatnor onely in thoſe 
generall preceptsof the word before quoted and 
the like, where this duty is vrged , bur in ſpeciall 
maner in the word of reconciliation : That ward 
that conuerts vs, which is called The Goſpell of 
peace, which makes lambs of lions, asthe Prophet 
ſheweth when he ſpeaks of the fruits of the Goſl- 
pell in the Kingdom of Chriſt. The | 
ſhall dwell with che lamb, and the leepard ſpll lie with 
the kid, and the calf and the lien, ad the fat bea?t toge- 
ther : and 4 little childe ſball bewdg thew, The meanin 
is, that in the Kingdome of Chriſt the Goſpell 
ſhould make the moſt mighty, fierce and cruell, 
who were as lions and wolues, and ſuch like ; to 
put off their woluiſh and lion-like nature, and be- 
come gentle, milde and peaceable. | 
| T he ſecond reaſon that he giues, is from their 
' mneuall relation. 
In one body. They were members of one body. 
And as it is vanatural and vnſecmly, Toſee a man 
' to rendandtearhis owne fleſh: ſo is it molt vnna- 
' turall and vnſeemly for Chriſtians, To bite and 
| deuourthe onethe other, by jarring, wrangling, 
' or complaining. | | | 
| Theenemies vnto peaceare heer to bee repro- 


| 
| Wo 1 ace that 1 Joivurnin Meſech, and del in the tents 


| of Kedar. My ſoule hath long dwelt with bim that hates 
peace, 1 am for peace : but, when 1 ſpeak, they are for 
warre. T hey areneuer well but when they are in 


wolf, ſaith he, ' 


| ued : Such asthoſe of whom Damidcomplaineth; / 
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| brabblings, contentions,andſutes of law : if they 
| beottofthefe, they are out of their ownelement, 
asa fſhour of the water. You ſhall hear luthe elſe 
come from between their lips but Zaw, Law, 1u- 
flice, 1aftice , and that for matters of no moment, 
for the value of agroat; nay lefs, for very nothing, 
And when there is difference between thens and 
any other, how hardly arethey drawneto peace, 
or any good agreement A Bear is with far more 
ceaſe drawnevnto rhe ſtake;tharithey rothar,'Fhe 
like failings may be foiridin priuate families be- 
tween the husband'#nd wife, parentandchilde, 
maſter and ſeruant; ro thediſhonour of God,dil- 
.cotrfott of thetaſdhues, thd Tvine ofthewhole 
houſe. + 22040 7% OM 
_ _-Henee it'is that there is ſo: much complai- 
ning of the matried eſtate : for, ſcarce more vie 
it, than doo accuſe it. And how ſo 2 They them- 
ſelues make bitter ſauce, and then cry out of the] 
meat : they liue not in that eſtareaccording to 
Gods direction, but after their owne luſts, From 
whence, as Saint 1ames ſheweth, proceed waryves and 
contentions. The houſe is full of brawles and chi- 
dings : diſcord driuesthe blefling out of doores. 
. The Sonne of peace is not there-: peace doth not 
reſt there. No wonder then if they com- 


| Tothepracticeof peacelet ys be all exhorted. 
| Would to God wee could once frame 9r ſelues 
to [tac in it; and thoſe vnquiet ſpirits amongſt vs 
| would once turne yn w0anjs more afniable | 


COUT- 


_———_—_— 


Tn. i 


| _& Pauls vitimum Vale. | 


courſes, Bur ler all {uchaslooke for peace from | 
the God of peace, take vp Danids Mottoin ſince- | 
rity of hart : 1am for peace, Ler vs long after peace, 
andendeauour it ſeck peace, and purſue ir, Vi- 
ces follow ys : yertues flee from vs. As wee muſt 
runneapacefrom viceleſt it ouertake vs : ſo wee 
| muſt runne as faſt after peace and other vertues, ! 
that we may ouertake them. Doththy aducrſary | 
offer thee peace? Then peace followeth thee : | 
 {eethouimbrace it. Doth henot offerir 2 Then | 
| doo thou knock at the gate of peace, deſitcto | 
ſpeak with it : In ſo-doing thou ſhalt ſhzw thy (elf 
| to be a childe of peace, 
| But why ſhould I beſoboſeasto yeeldto him? 
| he did the wrong, lect him ſeck peace, 
Nay : why ſhould'ſtthoube ſo baſe as to yield 
' ynto the diuell © For, whoſoeuer giueth place-to 
wrath, giueth place vnto the divell, Hee offred | 
the wrong, and yer {eckerh nor peace : it is his | 
| weaknes and folly. Doo thou ſeek an cnd, and | 
purſue peace : it will bee thy wiſedome and glo- 


| Thaw was ſometimcs a vat tance betwixt two 
famous Philoſophers; arifippmand <Aſchines. 
| Ariizippus comes to <£&ſckines,and ſecks for peace. | 
| Eſchines gladly entertaineth ſuch a motion. / 
| Well, ſaicth Aritippre, remember though I am 
| your elder, yer I ſought the-peace, True, ſaid | 
| 


&(chines ; and for this I will cuer acknowledge | 
| you to bee the worthier man. For, I: beganthe | 
\ſtrife; but you rhe peacc.. 
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Heethat began the quarrell is the worſt ; and | 

he that procures Peace, the worthieſt, | 
Sundrie are the reaſons or motiues which 
ſcripture vſeth to preſſe the endeuour of this du- 


ty. It would betoo long tonumber all : theſeare | 
' ſome. 
| Firſt,ourcalling is inand vnto peace,as we be- 
| fore noted and now againe will touch: God s «| 


is the Goſpell of peace , the Godly are children of peace. 
Wee he one Shepheard and areof one ſheep- 


fold, liue in one Church which isthe houſe of 
God,feed at one table, ſtrong bonds all to binde 
vs to the peace. How fowle a thing then is it to 
ſee diſcord amongſt ſuch as are knit together 
with ſo ſtrongatye © The Creatures in the Ark 
(as we know)agreed together, thoughofa fierce 
cruell and deuouring nature. A great ſhamethen 
will it bee to vs, that liuc in the Arke of Gods 
| Church, if wee agree not: It is for dogges and 
ſwine to barkeand grunt oneatanother, and not 
for Sheepe and Lambes ; all the world would 
wonder, to ſee them bite and tearethcir fellows. 
Tf then wee profeſſe our ſeluesto be members of 
this Church, ſheepe of this fold whereof Chriſt 
is Shepheard, let vs liuc in loue : for how can we, 
with any comfort, looke him in the face, when | 
we ſo farre differ from the nature and properties | | 
of his ſheepe, incating vp and deuouring of our 
brethren 2 
Againe, it is good andpleaſant, ſayth the Pro- 
phet 
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phet David , for brethren to dwell together in wnitic | pc 222-56 
and peace. And no wonder, forthevery name of | ,,, _ 
peaceis beautifull and lonely (fayth an ancient ) maria 
and therefore the practiſe of it muſt exceede. | FD 
There are ſome things good whichare nor plea-| 

ſant, as Patience and tolerance of euils : Some 

things pleaſant but not good, as Epicariſme and. 
voluptuous liuing : Some things neither good 

nor pleaſant, as Melice, Ewzie. Burt of Peace and 

Coneord ({ayththe Prophet) as wee ſce, it is both | 
good and pleaſant: Init, andthepracticeof it, 
both theſe aremet. | 

' Thirdly, where ſtrife is there is confuſion, and every | ;.Motize. 

enill worke,layth Saint 1ames, 1. Confuſion, For the | 195 3-36 
breaking of Relatiues, is the ruine of Subſtan- | 
rives : we ſtand not of our ſelues, but vpon refe- 
rence, I haue read of a fitting ſtorie for this our | 1; pecad, 1 | 
| purpoſe, and this it is. | It fomerimestell out that | /- 2. 
there was a great variance betweene the Nobles 
and Commons of Rome, inſomnch that the peo- 
ple banded theſelues together,to the great indane.] | 
 gering of the Common-wealth, The Senate 
ſent vnto the people, one Menenins Agrippa, a ta- | 
movs Oratour, to perſwadethem.; and hee tells 
them this parable. On atime, themembers of | 
the body obicted againſt the ſtomake,thar it de- 
uouredAall, and took no paines, but idly and flug- 
giſhly lay in the midſt of the body, while the ret | 
of the members laboured fullfore : Hereupon | 
| theeye would not ſec forit, northe hand worke | 


| for it, not the foot walke for ir, northemourh | 
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'aske forit, nor theteeth chew for it; but euerie 
; member refuſed any more to doc it office. And 
what followed hereupon © The ſtomake wanting 

. meare, and becing empty, the eye began to bee 
 dimme, the hand weake, the ſcer feeble all the 
' members beganne to be weake, and the whole 
' body to wither : in ſo much that at laſt they were 
of neceſlity compelled to growe friends, and bee 
at agreement with it. Ry which parable he quie- 
| ted the people, and brought them to concord 
| with the Senate, Thus,ifthe magiſtrates bee vn- 
| juſt, people contentious, if one profeſſion or ſoci- 
ety quarrell withanother, and deny mutuall per- 
formace of their dutics each to other ; the whole 
body of that houſe,city,ſo:iety,muſt needs diflolue. 
When the husband and the wife draw not cuenly 
inthe yoke : when one brings fire, and the other 
hath no water to quench it: when children are 
refractory ; ſeruants waſters, and the like : there 
muſtneeds bea decay of this family. Thus then 
weeſee, Whereftrife &, there is confuſion. And yet 
S. James gocs further, and addeth, ewery ewill work : 
and that moſt truely, For, where ſtrife is.8 peace 
wanting, the Lord fecth, and men may cuidently 
percciue, that there are euil thoughts,cuil words, 
and cuill practices of all kindes. Where ſinne and 
| faran bear ſway, it cannot otherwiſe be, bur ſuch 
places muſt bee filled with all manner of polluti- 
ons. Let the conſideration of theſe things ſo far 
preuail with vs, as that we may bee more in lone 
| with this grace which is much ſet by of the Lord, 
and | 
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| writing to the Philippians, Cap. 2.3, This1s that 
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and auoid ſtrife which Gods abhorres. 

But how may a man become thus peaceable & 
quiet? And what muſt be done fortheattaine- 
ment of this grace ? | 

Firſt, remouec all thoſe things which are ene- 
mies to peace : and they are cither 1wward or Out- 
ward, Inward, as thy luſts ; which is the fountain 
of all thy diſcotentments,as S. James verefieth.Of 
which there are three principall. The one is £n- 
#y; of which S.James makes mention in the place 
before quoted:and this isa great enimy to peace, 
and a diſquicter of it. It was enuy which wrought 
that vnquietneſs between Joſeph and his bretaren: 
for, the Patriarchs, moued with enay, ſould Toſcph in- 
co Egyps, Enuy wrought all chat vnquietneſs be- 
tween Danid and Sawl: for, when once David was 


{ in credit aboue him, he had few quiet daics after. 
And whartis it but Eruy,which breedeth moſt of | 


our factions in ſocieties, oppoſition in ſeftaries,c- 
mulation in cquals,and moleſtation to ſuperiors ? 
And who ſees not, what a hand Exuy hath in moſt 
ſutes and debates, which are in our Courts of Iu- 
ſticedaily pleaded ? No maruell therefore Saint 
lames, and Saint Pasl,cl{ewhere joyneth them to- 
gether : for indeed they are ſeldome ſeparated. 
If thou would'ſt follow peace, withſtand that. 

. Alccond is Pride ; by which, (aith Salomon, men 
muke contention: and therefore theſe two allo are 
well yoaked togetheras twinnes, by our Apoſtle 


which maketh mennow-adaies ſo prone to offer 
| K 


lames 4.1 


Verſe 2. 


Gen. 37.4 k 
AQs 7.9 


x Sam, 18.3 | 


Tames 3.14 
Rom.1.13 


Pro. 13.10 


Phil 2; 


— 


tt... —— ; A— — 


wr ONBS, 4! 


TE — — — 7 


——_—— OO —— _ > —_ 
—-— 
— 


Pro.:8 :5 


r Thei.q.18 


2 Theſ' z,11 


Chriflian Curteſie, or, 


wrongs, and ſo vnwilling to pnt vp wrongs bei-g 
offred. In all ages it hath been manifeſted, that | 
where pride is deepelt, there patience hath been 
ſhallowelt : and they that oucrflow with the one, 
haue been void and empty of the other. And in 
another place Salomon hath this Prouerb ; Hee that | 
is of a proud ſpirit ſtirreth wp ſirife, By both which 
prouerbs we ſee clearly, that there isno greater 
inſtigator ro vnquictnes,then pride and yain-glo- 
ry is. Iftherefore we would notvex our ſelues & 
others wich brawls and needleffe contentions, let 
vs purge our hearts of this turbulent humour ; 
which maketh men ſo ſtout in their conuerſation, 
contentious in prouocation , injurious 1n aCtion, 


full of moleſtation, and far from pacification. 


A third luſt, which is an enemy to peace, 15c#- 
rioſity or a bufie-meddlins in things that concerne 
vs not : and therefore the Apoſtle joyneth theſe? 
two likewiſe ; Study to be quiet, and do your owne bu- 
fanefſ. And this was a main cauſe of that vnquiet- 
neſſe which was among the Theſſalonians, which 
walked diforderly (or vnquictly) working not at 
all, but were buftc-bodies : they loued to haue an 
oar in euery mans boat ; as our ſawcy inter-med- 
dlets doo, who loue to bee meddling where they 
haue little cauſe,and lefſe thanks. This was cen- 
lured as the chief cauſe of the Emperour Antonius 
his troubleſome raign, That he was full of curiofi- 
ty, prying into the eſtates and conditions of other 
men. And who ſceth nor, that buſic prying eyes 
haue troubleſome hands and vnquiet hearts 2 
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Defireſt thou peace ? would'ſt thou prattiſe 
quietnes ? then beware of bufje curioſity, It was | 
that which our Sauiour reproued in Perer, when | | 
he enquired of Chriſt what John ſhould do. What , loln 21.21 22 | 
i that to thee, ſaith our Saviour * follow thow mee. It | 
things be thus or thus order'd in Church or com- | 
mon-wealth by the wiſdome of thy gouernours, 
what is that to thee © follow thou Chriſt by wal- 
king conſcionably inthy owne calling. Thereare 
neceflary duties cnow in that, which require the | 
imploiment of the whole man. Thereis work e-(,,,,__, 
noughat home: why doſt thou buſy thee abroad? | 7 wc ef ribs, 
Theſe,among many others, are ſome inward cau- |» >: cur? 
ſes of vnquietrnes and diſcontent, and enemies to | 
peace. There are other outward Enemies to the 
practice of this grace ,; perſonall drſturbers of peace, | 
who muſt bee ſhunned : as firſt, The zale-bearer, 

; who buſicth himſelf in rai{ingtales, and carrying | 

| newes to the defamation of others. Of theſe and | 

' concerning theſe, Salomon thus ſpeaketh : Where no "VEE 
; wood ws,there the fire goeth out : ſowhere there is no tale- | 
| bearer, the ſirifeceaſeth. Such werethoſe of whom | 
| the Apoſtle complaineth : They being idle goe about | 
| from houſe to houſe, prattling and buſying themſelues 
. with what i not connenient. So long as theſe are en-. 
 tertained, peace cannot poſſibly be followed : and | 
therefore abhorre cale-bearing and tale-receining, it | 
thou would'ſt lead a quiet and peaceable lite a- 
monegſt thy neighbours (for, indeed there is no X 

| oxcat difference between cither of theſe: the one da 


| hath the diucll in his tongue; and theother in his | |.» fe, 
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[car; aSa Father wittily obterueti), And when a-| 

Leuit1g.6 | ny of theſe Peddlers come (for, that very phraſe 

|  iSattributed to them in fcripture) defiring to yent 

| their ware, ſharply reproue them : And, accor- 

| ding to that of Salomon, 45 the North-winde driues 

away raine ; ſo let thy angry countenance, a backbuing 

tongue. 

| Asthe tale-bearer, ſo the flatterer isa great ene- 

Pre.zs.s | My to peace. 4 man that flattereh bis meighbour, 

| ſpreadeth a met for hg feet, ſaith ihe Wiſe-man, His 

| baſe minde is well matched with a mercenary 

tongue, which isa willing ſlaueto any mans care: 

| heneuer regardeth how true, but how pleaſing , 

| and, like the Chameleon, will tarne himſelfe into 

| any colour for a booty. Beware of him , whoſoc- 

. uer thou art that loueſt peace. The wounds of a lo-| 

| Pro.29.6 uer are faithfwll: but the kiſſes of an enemy are tobe ſhun- 
ned. | 

And yet amongſt many otherthat might be na- 

med, one more muſt not be forgotten : and that is 

q the wrangling Lawyer who maketh itthe myſtery 

| of his profcilion tonourith contention ; who, out 

of a couetous deſire of gain, encourageth men to 

contend, and goe tolaw with neighbours : yea, 

though their cauſe be neuer ſo bad, yetthey will 

a | ſay with Abſalontocuery man, His cauſe is 200d 2nd 
2,SIM.15F.3« . . N 

righteous, I ſpeak not againſt a!l, but againſt ſome, 

and they that are vnconſcionable : azainſt whom 

| $ir Tho.Smirh I take vp that complaint of Sir Thomas Smith ; 

de reg.Anz. | Theſe bufie-heads and prating pettifoggers arc 

permitted bythe juſt judgement of God, like flies, 


wy 9 | 
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lice, and other vermine, to diſquict them who | 
would practiſe peace. Andtheretore hearken nor | 
tothcſe,you that would liue peaceably : for,they 
are of Demetrizs his reſolution z Sirs, you know, that | NES. 
by tois craft weget our gatn. And thus we haue ſome | _- 
| caulcs both intcrnall and externall of vnpeacea- | 
blenefſe : the remoueal whereof is the firſt means | 
tor peaceable and quier living, | 
A ſccond meansis practicall; conſiſting in «&- | $19 m4, | 
quity or vpright dealing with thoſe among whom | 
weliue: Andrthisis an excellent means for our li- 
uing peaceably. David, praying for his ſonne S4- 
 lonion,that God would giuc him his judgements , 
that hemight judgethe people with righteouſnes, 
and the poor with equity, addeth ; The mountaines |, 
[ballbring peace onto the people, and the little hils righte- | © 
ouſnes. Which is by ſome thus allegorizcd : I he 
magiſtrates, as the mountains, ſhall keepthe peo- 
ple in peace : and the little hils, the inferiour ſub- 
jects, ſhall enjoy quietncs ; and all by rightcouſ- 
nes. T his was that which «Marcus CAwrelins did 
commend to his ſon ypon his death-bed. Wouldejt | 
thou live quietly, my ſoune, {2id hee , and haxe others | | 
with thee and by thee to line peaceebly ? Then carry thy | | 
ſelf yprig htly, deal plainly, indge truly, abt ain from in- | | 
| fry, right the wronzed, relieve the oppreſſed, ſuppreſſe | 
the great, &r6, And thisanſiverdid Solow make to | 
one who asked him, what it was that kept men 
moſt from troubles : Do, ſaith hec, to others, as 
thou would'ſt bedone voto : ſo thouſhaltnot dil- 
quiet others, nor others troublethce. From w** 
K 3 ſaying 
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Neſt, 


Re/p 


Aim prietatis 


quam vitioſ4 
concordia, Hier, 


ER 
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ſaying,ſee thou receiue ir.ſtrucion, | 
To theſe let Prayer be added, that thou mayſt 
hauc wiſedome from aboue; which wiſedome(ſayih 
Saint James) is peaceable. "This is more effcfuallto 
the practice of quietneſle then all the reſt : ard 
without this the other will be incffeQuall; and 
therefore ſee thou failnot in this, Pray terucntly, 
and thou ſhalt be enabled toliue peaceaby : Pro- 
| batumeiff, And thus wee baue ſeen what is to bee 
done for theleading of a quietand peaccable life 


{ amongſt our Brethren. 


Bur are wee to haue peace with all men, and in 
all matters? Are there not ſome enemies of the 
Croſle of Chriſt, tdolaters and hereticks? are we | 
ro haue peace with them © Andaretherenot o- 
thers again ſo contentious, as that they willnot | 
hear of peace ? | 

The Apoſtle anſwereth, 1fit bee poſſible, as much * 


Melius eſt d;fvi-| holy : for, a godly diflenfion is far better than it. 


ortum cauſa, | 


[ſen to contend by preaching and by writing 


| 45in you lieth, line peaceably with allmen, Firſt, 1f it be | 


poſsible, that is, ſo far forth as may ſtand with your , 
faith and good conſcience, and no further : for, | 
vnder pretenſe of peace the truth may not be be- 
traied. Follow peace and holineſſe, (gith the Apoſtle. | 
Our peace then muſt be a holy peace, and not vn- 


{ When queſtion is of matters ofreligion, when by 
our ſilence the truth is like to bee berraied, God 
diſhonoured, and the ſaluation of our Brethren 
hindred , in theſe caſes peace cannot be retained. 

Hence Apoftles and Apoſtolike men haue cho- 
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againſt errors and fuperſtitions ( as Paul with the 
' Galatians, Auguſtine againſt the Manichees and Dona- 
| tifts,and fo others) rather then by holding their 
| peaceto betray the truth of Chrilt, Soought wee | 
| rhen to haue peace with men, as that we doc not | 


ncfſe be violated, pluck vp thy heart, bevaliant | 
and fight the Lords battaile, and chuſerather to | 
loſe peace, then truth and Tuſtice. Our peacc is | 
a warfare againſt Satan and his complices. | 
Secondly, So much as lieth im-vs. Som are ſo quar- 
relſome and contentious, as do one what hee can 
to appeaſe and pleaſe them, they will haue no | 
peace. Towards theſe wee ſhall do ourdutyes, 
when we are peaceably diſpoſed, neither giuing | 
nor haſtily taking any occaſion of diflenſion. | 
We are rodelire and ſecke peaceas much as lieth | 
in vs, that there be no defect in vs, no negleR of 
our duty. And if then we cannot gaine peace with | 
:hem,we ſhal bee ſureto get praiſe with God: and | 
rhough heer peace fly fro vs, yetinthe end peace | 
ſhall be our portion, | 
To dreame then of an vnity with the Papiſts, 
of an vniformity with Schiſmarickes, is an idle | 
phantaſic, For,ſolong as one is an enemy to truth, | 
the other an enemieto Peace , both ſet on miſ- 
chief,cobined in faRion,though differtt in faith; 
wee may wiſh for it, butneuer baue it. | 
But is it lawfull for aman toſuc anotheratthe 
law.,ſeeing that ſeems to be contrarie to peace ? 
It is lawfull ifther bee iull cauſe : for the mags- 
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 frate brareth not the ſword in vain. He beareth it to 

' puniſh wrong-docrs,and defend the right: which | 

' hee cannot doo, if hee haue no knowledge of ir. 
And hoiy ſhall he knowe,ifthere be no Plaintiff: 
And yet with theſe Caucats : 


' Cantats 1 ſumg 
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Firſt,not for cuery trifle or treſpaſſe;but in mat- 
tcrs of waight and im | 
Secondly, not vntill thou haſt offrcd peace,and | 
it be rcfuſcd ; and that not once, bur often. 
| Thirdly, not accounting him whom thou im- 
' pleadeſt as an enemy ; hauing war onely with his 
' vices, but peace with his perſon. 
| Fourthly, proſecuting it with mildneſſe, not 
| with extreamiry. As,in ſuing of bonds, and reco- 
y muſt be ſhewed , accor- 
cof the Apoſtle; Let your modera- 
tion be knowne nts all men. Which rules being ob- | 
ſcraed ; As thou maiſt lawfully vic phyſicke for | 
the recouery of thy health : ſo maiſt thouvſe the 
Law for recoucring of thy right. 
And thus we haue ſeen whatthe Apoſtle in this 
precept requireth, & how to perform that which 
. herequirethatour hands. Whatnow remaineth 2 
' but that wee put theſe things in practice, and en- 
deauour to keep the nity of the [pirit in the bond of 
peace. Let vsnot be wnpeaceable with the peaceable : 
that argucth « diuel;/þ minde ; nor vnpeaceable with 
the onpeaceables which argueth 4corrapt mind , nor 
yet content our ſelucs in that weare peaceable with 
the peaceable, for that argues but a cinill mime : 
| bur,if it be poflible, and as much as in vs licth, ler 


 ucring damma 
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vs bee peaceable with the wnpeaceable; which is that 
that onely argues a true Chri/tian,and heroical mind. 
And ſo ſhould we make it good, that wee are en- 
dued with true grace ;and are true ſubjeRs of that 
kingdeme which is the kingdom of Peace, whole king 
15 Peace, 
Peace was that laſt & rich jewell, which Chriſt 
(departing to his Father) left his Spouſe for a Le- 
Cy. Peace 1 leane with you, my peace 1gine onto yos. 
t is the laſt duty I ſhall exhort you vnto, Be peace- 
able, my Brethren. I haue rcad of two Noble oi 


' demonians who were at mortall hatred ; and beec- 


ing met with by their King, called Archidam, in 
the Temple of Minerea, hee requires them to put 
their matter toan indifferent Vmpire. They chuſe 
the King himſelf. He makes them ſwear to abide 
his order : which accordingly they doo, Now, 
faith the King, I order, that you ſhall not go out 


of this Temple vntill you befriends. And fothey | 


were reconciled (for, an oathtaken in that Tem- 
ple was vnlawfull to bee broken). My Brethren, 
wearc the Temple of God, and now heer met to- 
gether in the Temple of God ; and haue this day , 
and now doo partaketogether ofthe holy things 
of God : And yer, as 1 hear, there is utterly a fault 4- 
mong # youin ths reſpec? in that there are contentions 
one among it another, and going to law one with anotber , 
and that onely for ſuch things as ſauour but off 
ſpleen. MightT be Vmpire, the like order would 

giue as that King did : you ſhould not depart out 
of this Temple till you war reconciled. Remem:- | 


+ W 
| 


ber, | 


Tohn r4.27 | 


Efay 11.6.9.9 | 
Rom.14.19 | 
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we deſi re of him. 


Rom.15.4.5 


Verle 13. 


Cap.16.20 


| 
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ber, my Beloued, thediuell is the authour of dif- 
ſenfion. Hee it was that went about at the firſt to 
ſeuer man from God : andit is hethatnow lJabou- | 
rethto ſeuer man from man. Chri# is our Sal. 
mon, the Lord of peace. The Church is the Shalamme, 
the Zadyofpeace. Ifthou belongeſt ro Chriſt,or to 
his Church, bepeaceable. And fo much be ſpo- 
ken of the duties whereto they are exhorted:now 
a word ortwo of the Argument or Moriue wher- 
with they are enforced. 

And the God of lone and peaceſhall bewith you. God | 
is heer called the God of loue and peace, becauſe 


hee is the authour, approuer, and rewarder of it. 


And hcer by the way it is worth our noting, how 


 thatthe A poſtle, praying forpeace, or exhorting 


to peace, ſets God before him, as hauing that in 
him for which he praies,and of which hee ſpeaks, 
giving ſuch titles ro him as beſt firsrhe preſent ar- 
gument ; and may teach vs , whenever wee come 10, 
Goa by prater, ſo to conſider of him as that wee may ſee in 
him thoſe things we deſire. | us the Apoſtle,exhor- 
ting the Romans to patience and conſolation, fals 
to praying for them, and ſers God before him as a 

 Godof paticnce and conſolation. Now the God of 
patience and conſolation grant you, re. Anda little af- 

ter, he cals him the God of hope. The God of hope 
fill you with all ioy, &#c. Andinthe very next chap- 

ter, perſwading to peace, ſets God before i1is cies | 
as 4 God of peace. And thus the Church, whenthey 
flew to praier when Peter was impriſoned, ſecking 
courage and ſtrength from God, ſet God before 


" CCC 


them 
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| 


S* Pauls vitimum Vale... 


them as a God of power. Lord, thou art God who 
ha#t mage heauen and earth, andth: ſea, andall that is 
them ws, (5c. 

And indecd this 1s anotable heIpto faith, when 
men cometoask of thoſe whom they knowe haue 
enough of that they ſeek : and asking it onely in 
ſuch a meaſure, as that ic willnot be any dammage 


for them they ſue vnto to vouchſafe and grant, 


they then are almoſt certainely perſwaded thry 
ſhall ſpeed. So ſhall wee ſeek things the more le- 
curely atthe hands of God, when wee {ce the ful- 


| nes of thoſe things to be in him. .. 


It cauſeth vsalſo to ſeck more earneſtly and fer- 
ucntly. The fight of the Traucller's owne home 
makes him the more affectionately tolong after it: 
ſo the true fight of mercy and grace in God, will 


| cauſe vs the more longingly to deſire it. 


4 —— — 


Comeſt thou to God by praier for any grace ? | 


' Then ſcethou ſceſt in him the fulnes of that grace 


thou praieſt for. Deſireſt thou mercy in the par- 
don and forgiueneſſe of thy {fins £ Conſider then 


; of God asa God with whom there is plenty of re- 


| 


#n. Haſt thou fallen into relapſe, and com- 


' mitted fin again,a ſecond time £ Conlider of God 


asa God that rcſerueth mercy in ſtore for all fuch as 
fall,though they fall often. Deſireſt thouthe per- 
formance ofany promiſe that God hatin made to 


| the Church ingenerall, orthy ſelf in particular ? 


Conſider then of God as a God of truth, as hee 1s 


lehous, yeſterday, to day, and the (ame alſo ſor ever. Art 


thouinany grief or miſcry in body or in minde, 
La an 
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Vie, 


anddeſireſteaſe 2 Remember God as hee isa God 
| of mercy and conſolation. 


And fo tor any other bleſſing thou wanteſt 
and deſireſt for thy ſelfe or others, with the ey 
of faith ſee it to bec in him when thou prayeſt 
to him. So thou ſhalt finde a ſtrong proppe 
for faith, and helpto kindle thy affetion : which 
happely thou thonghteſt not of as hither- 
to. This from the Apoſtles praftice : now more 


| particularly to the words. Sundry might beethe 
| collections from hence drawne: butl wil content 


my ſelfe with this one. 


Loa and peace are from Godeffetnally howener they 
may be obtayned and wrought by meanes inſtrumemally, 

The fruit of the ſpirit is Loxe, loy,peace &yc.ſayth the 
Apoſtle. Sothen itis the ſpirit of God that works 
this in vs. And how often doth the Apoſtle in his 
epiſtles vie this prayer ! Grace end peace from God 
our Father and from our Lord teſws Chriſt, Where- 
by hee ſhewes vs who is the author of it,and from 
whom it comes. God gtues it, in, through, and 
for the Lord Teſus. 

And no wonder: for if Eueriegood andperfett gift 
is from «boue, and commeth downe fromthe Father 
lights, as Saint Iames ſpeaketh, thentheſe likewiſe 
as well as other. 

Want we theſegifts andgraces* ſee then where 
weeareto ſceke them;cuen fromGod akvue: and 
though weareto vie the means yet let ys not reſt 
in the vſ{ing of the meanes, but ſee we pray to-God 


to bleflethemeanes vnto vs. The Scripture is the 


ns ord1- 


,% 
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ordinarie meanes whereby theſcand other graces 

ar? wrought in vs inſtrumentally : yer it is God! 
thatmuſt make his word efficacious and powerful | 
for this cnd. Paul plants, Apollo waters ; God| : Corzs 
alone muſt gine the encreaſe. Rebecca may cooke the | | 
veniſon: bur 1/ack muſt giuethe bleſſing. All that | 
wee can doeis but to ſpeake vnto the eare *God is | 
he thatmuft ſpeak vnto the conſcience. I can call 

vpon you to bee perfet?,co bee of good comfort , to bee 

of one mind to liue in peace : but this God of peace | 
muſb graunt it and giue grace to do it. Paw/ | 
preacheth to Zydiescarc: but God hath thekey of; 
her heart toopenor keepe ſhut at his good plca- | 
ſure. Let vs ſo many then as would be perfectand | 
thus live in peace, fue vnto this God of peace for | 
theſeand all other graces, that wee may haue not | 
onely Peace Externall with thoſe amongſt whome | 

weeliue; butalſo imternall Peace of conſcience | 
(which what it is none knoweth but thoſe who 


| haue it) and fo heereafter that ſame Peace Erer- 
mall which eye hath not ſcen,care hath not heard, 
neither is it poſſible the heart of man can con- 
ceive, Now this God of peace, that brought againe from 
the dead oar Lord leſus,thegreat ſhepheard of the ſheep, | 
| | throagh the blond of the enerlaſting couenant , make vs 
perfett intheſe an4 all other good workes to doe his will, | 
| working in vs that which ispleaſant in bis ſight through 
| Jeſas Chrilf : to Proom bee praiſe for ever «nd eucr. 3 


Amen. 
FINIS. 
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